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"LETTER xX. 


Tbe Hon. cnAxLES . to Sir 
Hoon BLANDON, 


) Y.the plan adopted in my laſt, you 
may obſerve, that I am in part 
perſuaded: that there is ſome reaſon in 
your doctrine, and mean not (as yours * 
his letter does not appear. 

Vor- II. 3 ſeems 


2 THE DUPED - GUARDIAN. 


ſoems to hint) to become the dupe of 
my own credulity. That Clara Aubry 
loves me ſincerely and ſeriouſly are truths 
indiſputable; but -whether after .a fur- 
ther acquaintance with the world ſhe 
may not love ſome other as devoutly as 
myſelf, is an eſſay that can only be made 
by time; and ſuch an eſſay on her ſin- 
cerity I am determined ſhall be made 
before I take a ſtep that may render us 
both for.ever. miſerable. 


T doubt not 'but T might avail myſelf 
of her innocent affection to prevail on 
her inſtantly to make me maſter of her 
perſon, either under the ſanction of mar- 
riage or on leſs binding terms; for in 
ſuch a total ignorance of her ſex's vir- 
tues has ſhe been reared, that a ſenſe of 


honour could never interfere; but nature 
6 and 
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and inclination alone dictate her con - 
duct. 


5 4 


But becauſe ſhe is inſenfible to the 
proper eſtimation of the jewel ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſes, ſhall I meanly deprive her of it, 
and leave her, at leiſure, to diſcover 
what ſhe has loft? Forbid it conſczencet, 
forbid it love! No; ſooner than take an 
ungenerous advantage of her fimplicity 
to make a prey either of her fortune or 
her charms, I. will take upon me to be 
the guardian of both till ſhe becomes 
ſenfible of their worth, and then let her 
diſpoſe of them as prudence ſhall _ 
dictate. | | 


If ſhe continues here ſhe will inevita- 
bly be forced into the arms of the old 
wretch, to whom her mercenary uncle 
has doomed her to become a ſacrifice; 


B 2 ſhe 
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ſhe muſt therefore, at all events, be 
taken out of his hands; and ſhould. he 
find her out, and infiſt on her being re- 
ſtored" to him, proper meaſures muſt be 
taken to convince her that ſhe has the 
power to chuſe another guardian, or 


through feat ſhe would __ reſign her- 
_— a We to his avarice. | 


1 Jon't mean to give "OY Laura pre- 
vious information of my intention ; the 
neceflity for expedition, and the compli- 
ment I pay her in making her ſuch a 
valuable depoſit (to a diſpoſition ami- 


able as her's), will, I know, be a ſuf. 
ficient apology for appearing ſo abruptly 
in her preſence; I was ever a bit of a 
favourite with her Ladyſhip, and omiſ- 
ſions of punctilio in a friend are cafily 
wann Is [+5431 | 


What 
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What 1 do muſt be done 2 
leaſt the enemy come and overpower us 
before our plan is ripe for execution: 
his Lordſhip, I find, is expected to pay 
them another viſit the latter end of next 
week, ſo you ſee we have no time to- 
loſe. I ſhould have been glad: to have 
met you'in-town, but if you are ſerious 
in your propoſal of paſſing a few days 
with Sir Edward, in all human proba- 


bility we ſhall ſee cach other before I 


leave the country ;. for as ſoon as you 
arrive at R... good manners will cer- 
tainly prompt a viſit to the fick. Should 


we by that time have winged our flight, 


addreſs for me at your own houſe. After 
reſigning my fair Charge to her Lady- 
ſhip, I ſhall take the liberty of retiring 
thither ; for at preſent I ſhall ſacrifice to 
propriety the ſatisfaction of living under 


the ſame roof with her who muſt ever 


B 3 live 
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live in my heart. My laſt was of an 
unconſoionable length; it is therefore 
neceſſary to ſet ſome limits to this; will 
then haſte to ſubſcribe myſelf | 


Yours, 


C. LvTTRELL 


LETTER XI. 


Lady LAURA Arran to Miſs PETRA 
57 | 

| ; Saule Row, 
T WOULD willingly write to you, 
1 #Harriot, but am fo beſieged with 


viſitors, can hardly find a leiſure minute. 
on Was 


is more aſtoniſhing, theſe three characters 
are all united in one, not by the bands 
of friendſhip or conſanguinity, but, to 
be explicit, they exiſt only in Clara 


Aubry. 
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Was you to know what company I am 
honoured 'with, you would wiſh to be” 
with me; no doubt you do already, but 
when I have introduced to you the three 


ladies in queſtion, your wiſkes- will be 
leſs reſtrainable: know then that I Have 


the ſingular honour and ſatisfaction to 


have with me at this- time your Clara, 


Lady Wormeaten that was to have been, 
and Mrs. Luttrell that is to be; and, what 


Have I faid enough to ſolve the enig- 
ma? for fear I ſhould not, I muſt pro- 


ceed, briefly, to acquaint you, that the 


day before yeſterday, while I was at my 
toilet, a coach ſtopped at the door, out 
B 4 of 
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of which jumped Charles Luttrell, hand- 


ing an angel of a girl, about fifteen, 
dreſſed tout enfant; and, without any 
ceremony, he brought her up to my 
dreſſing: room, before Martha could even 
announce him to my Ladyſhip; but as 
my own eyes had announced him from 
the window, that omiſſion was of no 
great . 1720 8 


My 1 Lady Laura, pardon this 
abrupt intruſion, for which the peculiz- 
rity of our circumſtances muſt apologize. 
Your friendſhip 1 have too often expe- 
rienced in your kind interference in dif- 


\ ferences between me and my urcle, to 


doubt your extending it ſtill further in 

ſuch an exigency as thè preſent one. 
This young lady has done me the honour 
to accept of my protection, in order to 


avoid a en marriage her guar- 
dian 


THE DUPED GUARDIAN. 9 


dian would cruelly force her into. Di- 
veſted of every doubt of my integrity, 
ſhe has accompanied me thus far; and, 
did not my own ideas of propriety pre- 
vent me from receiving ſuch a proof of 
her affection *till a future day, would. 
confer on me the ſtill greater honour of 4 
her hand. Your ladyſhip's good ſenſe, 
I am convinced, will point out to y 
how I ought to act under ſuch circum» 
ſtances, - and will believe that though 
from motives of the tendereſt affection 
I have prevailed on this dear girl to 
elope with me, my attention to her hap- 
pineſs alane has urged. this impropriety; 
for, not for the poſſeſſion of the Indies, 
would I affert any claim to her perſon or 
fortune, becauſe ſhe has repoſed_ in me 
7 - ſuch unlimited confidence. As a proof 
of which, I preſume to intreat for her a 
protection more proper than that of a 


B 5 young 
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young man, whom the world muſt na- 
turally believe actuated by views too 
ſelfiſh to be an eligible protector to ſuch 

- Innocence and beauty. 


A ſhort time paſſed under the auſpices 

of your ladyſhip will ſerve to give Miſs 
Aubry ſome knowledge of a world, to 

the manners and cuſtoms of which ſhe is 
at preſent quite a ſtranger; and will 
teach her what the man ought to be who 

' deferves the happineſs of being diſtin- 
guiſhed by her affection; for, though 
_ - prudence authorifes an endeavour to 
avoid a deteſted marriage, it equally 

* forbids a haſty diſpoſal of her perſon be- 
fore it is poſſible ſhe can judge of the 
merit of the object ſhe fo intends to ho- 
nour Time can have no effect upon 
my heart; ſhe muſt ever remain ſole re- 

gent there; but my honour as well as 

„ happineſs 


in ſome danger of being taken up as the 
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boppines is intereſted io denying myſelf 


the felicity of her hand at preſent, for 


1 would wiſh not only to be beloved, but 
deſervedly eſteemed, and eſteem can 


alone be founded on a thorough now" 


ledge of the diſpofition.” 4 


« It is plain, my good friend; that” - 


you have the vanity to think yours will 


bear the teſt, or you would not venture 


on the experiment,“ replied I, ſmiling; 
hie ver, I commend your ſoruples, and 


with pleaſure accept the truſt, though-- 


receiver of ſtolen property. Put Lam 
the more inclined to extend my pity, be- 
cauſe perſuaded that you deſerve it; 
for the man whom though love could 
prompt to-indifcretion, ſtill keeps fight 
of honour, deſerves ſome ſhare of con- 
2 This young lady, I flatter 
| B. 6 _ mylelf,. 


— . “n 


1 _— —_—_— 
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myſelf, will have no cauſe to regret your 
choice of a protectreſs, though a pro- 
tector might have been more agreeable ; 
but, as you are neither of you appa- 
rently ſo advanced in years as to be in 
danger of dying of old age, there will 
yet be time enough to purſue your firſt 

intentions, though you ſhould practiſe a 
few months ſelf-denial for the preſent. 
But, my ſweet girl, you appear diſ- 
treſſed (obferving the young lady in 
tears) : I hope you do not diſapprove of 
Mr. ÞPuttrelPs propoſal. Nothing can 
ſerve more fully to convince you of his 
worth or his affection. How many men, 
under ſunilar circumſtances, would have 
taken advantage of your confidence, for, 
at beſt, the fituation af a woman who 
puts herſelf wholly in the power of a 
lover before marriage, is but a dangerous 
one, and this I doubt not you muſt be 
I | ſenfible 
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. ſenfible of, though your feats of being 

united to a man you deſpiſed prompted 

you to ſuch a ſtep-: fortunately, you 

have met with one in whoſe breaſt ho- 

nour preſides with love, "AFM then * 
you _ Mk ads 11 24.) | 


0 . 1 my uncle Gould find out 
* am, Madam; and then, if I am 
not married, he will take me home again, 
and that would quite break: my heart. 
I ſhould hate my lord now more than 
ever; for, ſince 1 have thought of being 
married to Mr. Luitrell, J have continu- 
ally been making compariſons between 
them in my on mind, and nothing can 
appear half ſo ugly as the one, or ſo 

charming as the other. I never loved 
any one ſo much in my life, except Miſs 
Chetwyn; and her I was taken away 

from; and now I ſhall loſe Mr. Luttrell 


too, 


+ Abs. *s + a of 
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too, fince he won't marry me.“ Here a 
freſh guſh of tears relieved. her heart, 
while I, all aſtoniſhment, exclaimed, | 


. - *Miſs.Chetwyn! why ſurely, my dear, 
you are not the ſweet girl whoſe fate the 
ſo tenderly laments. Can Clara and 
" Miſs Aubry be one? thrice more valu- 
able to my heart for this diſcovery ; la- 


ment not a conduct which is diftated by 


prudence ; believe then you are as dear 
to the affections of your amiable lover as 
before this determination; he will viſit 


us daily, and, to beguile the hours of 


His abſence, I will be to you all that 


Miſs Chetzoyn was; to compleat the good 


work which ſhe began ſhall be my moſt 


aſſiduous endeavour, and thoſe hours 


that are not paſſed with Mr. Zuttrei! ſhall 
be employed in rendering you more 
i e Herb ..  warthy 


Tax borzp ovannian. Is 


worthy his affection. Will not this con- 
tent you?“ 


« O yes, Madam, and T feel 1 ſhall 
love you too, not becauſe you know 
Miſs Cketwyn, but becauſe you are fo 
like her in your manner; juft ſo did the 
often talk to me. I little thought when 
Mr. Luttrell talked of bringing me to 
Lady Laura Antrim, that it would prove 

the ſame Lady Laura that Miſs 18 
| ere to write -- gf | 


 hirks had refired to the window that 
we might talk more at our eaſe; con- 
ſcious, 1 ſuppoſe, that my argumettts 
would have more effect! in Sar er ** 
to com poſure. 


2 are you happy to find ĩt lv, 
my dear? Then I flatter myſelf you will 
Ee. 3 
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not regret being left with me till your 
lover can with propriety claim the honour 
of your hand. - A clandeſtine marriage is 
ever an impeachment of a young lady's 
. prudence. If the ſame partiality con- 
tinues after a little acquaintance with the 
world, probably all obſtacles may be re- 
moved, and your guardian brought to 
conſent to your union. The pleaſure. of 
having our actions approved. muſt ever 
be a greater ſatisfaction to a reflecting 
mind, than by a precipitate conduct to 
gain univerſal cenſure, Was Mr, Luttrell 
and. you to conſult only your mutual 
inclinations under the preſent. circum- 
 Nances, the world would juſtly ibꝛagine 
that he was governed by intereſt, and 
took advantage of your ſimplicity to | 
make a property of your fortune; there- 
fore, on all accounts, it is better that 2 
you ſhould live with me for the preſent, 
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as it will effectually filence all malicious 
aſperſions that may have ariſen in con- 
ſequence of your flight. A little re- 
flection will, I truſt, convince you of 
the propriety of theſe arguments ; in the 
mean time, it ſhall be my endeavour to 
make vou as happy * en 2 


10 Thank you, deareſt "Is = 
your kindneſs, I will be ſatisfied then; 
ſo Ido not entirely loſe him I don't care; 
but indeed I could not bear to part with 
him entirely, unleſs I thought it would 
make him happier, and then I would en. 
deavour to bear it, though it hurt me 
ever ſo much.” 


; 1 flew. to the lovely innocent, 
9 thanked her on his knees for the 
dender confeſſion, but teſtified his age. 
Knowledgments | in ſo reſpectful a man- 

ner, 
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ner, that it is plain he loves her with- 
that purity his conduct teſtifies. Soon- 
after this he took his leave, with a pro- 
miſe of calling on us again the enſuing. 
day. 194 


When we became a little more fami- 
liar, I rallied the ſweet girl on her ven- 
turing to truſt herſelf with a young man 
whoſe character and connexions ſhe was 
ſio utterly unacquainted with, and aſked 
her, when about to leave her uncle, if 
Fyme doubts. of ber lover taking advan- 
tage of her unprotected ſtate did not in- 
tervene to — her n 


oy None i in the leaſt,” replied the, with 
the moſt charming naiver?. „% What in- 
tereſt could he have in deceiving me? 
If he had wiſhed me unhappy, would he 


not have left me to marry my Lord? 
Belidos, - 


% 
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Beſides, I loved him; and how can one 


ſuſpect thoſe we love of doing us wy 
injury?“ | 1 


tc A very natural mode of reaſoning, 
my dear; but by what means did you 
diſcover that you loved him??? 


* ] don't know hardly myſelf; becauſe 
he looked ſo pale and fo ſickly, I be- 
lieve, I could have cried every time I 
looked at him, and would have giyen 
the world to have made him better; yet, 
when I thought about his getting well, 
the idea of never ſeeing him more was as 
bad as ſeeing him ill.“ 


te I believe you, my dear, it was a 
paſſion then that intruded itſelf on your 
heart under the guiſe of pity ; but how 
could you think of quitting your family 
do put yourſelf under the protection of 

| a flick 
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- ſick lover, whom you knew not but 
might die in a ſhort time, and leave you 
friendleſs on the world.“ 


« True, it was very inconſiderate; 
but, when he told me he was well, and 
had only feigned illneſs to get 2 fight of 
me, I thought he muſt love me indeed ;. ; 


"for who would ſubmit to be wrapt up, and 


take phyfic, who had nothing the matter 
with them, if they did not really loye 
the perſon for whom: they took ſuch 
* pains? I belfeve,” as you ſiy, T pitied 
bim only before this difcovery ;. but af- 
' terwards I loved him fo truly, that it 
would have been impoſfible to have de- 


. njed. any thing he had rd me.. 


i be « Happy for: you, my ſweet Clars, 


that you fell into the hands of one poſ- 
ſelled of more ſtriect notions of honour 
. than 
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than to make any improper requeſts; 
for ſuch oondeſcenſion in us is too apt to 
make the ſex preſumptuous, and exceſs. 
of affection on our ſide produces con · 
tempt on theirs. The more fervent out 
love, the more aſſiduous ſhould we be 
to conceal it, leſt the confeſſion of our 
weakneſs haks us in 9 eſteem,” - 


22 Then muſh: Ls not ann Mr. F 
ſo well, for fear he ſhould love me leſs? 
I declare that is very ſtrange. Now how 
is it poſſible they ſhould * us os: | 
* what they win?“ | 

N ITE E. ii 70 
of} Every character is not alike, 2 

dear; but the generality of men are of 
that o inion; and it is not till age and 
experience has matured our underſtand- 
ing that ve perceive the difference be- 
tween a lover ſwayed by ſuch illiberal 


notions, 
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notions, and one whoſe ideas are more 
exalted. Mr. Lartrell deſerves your love 
becauſe he has ſhewn himſelf perfectly 
unbiaſſed hy any ſelſiſh conſiderations. 
Continue, therefore, to love him, unleſs 
you meet with ſome one more deſerving 
your eſteem (which I am inclined to 
think will never happen); but yet forget 
not that propriety and delicacy of man- 
ners which ſhould mark our conduct 
even to the moſt approved lover. It is 
ſufficient that we ſhew our attachment by 
an attention to thoſe things that help to 
render us moſt agreeable to the object of 
our choice, and a diſtant deportment to 
every other pretender, without continu- 
ally expreſſing our affection. Sincere 
love cannot better diſplay itſelf than by 
a conſtant endeavour to pleaſe; and, 
like grief, is ever moſt eloquent when 
ſilent““ | | wt. 


She 


* , 
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She m nr attentive to . 
I aid, | 


4 „Then ! Pot Wem, T:boue vis 
wrong; but in future you will be kind 
enough to regulate my conduct. Mr. 
Lurtrell, I hope, will not deſpiſe me for 
an error that ere from an _ 
Tance of rn £ 


I auleted het la ts 5 
after a ſlight repaſt, conducted my fair 
charge to an apartment I had ordered to 
be prepared for ber adjoining my oon; 
fatigue both cor poreal and mental faci- 
litated her ſlumber; and after ſome 
hours of calm repoſe, ſhe awoke the en- 


Wen 
- My Age gene nnn ber with 


thoſe womanly appendages of dreſ more 


belitting 
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befitting her age and ſize: the mullin 
frock gave place to a plain ſilk night - 
gown, and her lovely face became till 
more attractive! when veiled by a large 
French night · cap, under which devoid 
of powder, wantoned over her forehead, 
treſſes that it were a ſacrilege to have 
twiſted ãnto a more modern form. When 
dreſſed, ſhe ſeemed to view the tranſ- 
formation with ſecret pleaſure; ; and ſur- 
veying herſelf een | | 


< « 1 nde, wi e the infline- 
tively, “ if Mr. Luttrell will like me as 
well ; in this dreſs as _ Cay" 
| 

r «No Jab, my Plone a rifing al 
Ned in dreſs makes none in the per- 
ſon; and if it did, whether for the better 
or worſe, the heart of a lover, who is 
attached by the exterior only, is not 
8 worth 
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worth preſervingz it is neceſſary we 
ſhould conform in ſome meaſure to the 
manners and cuſtoms of the world we 
live in: with the dreſs of a woman the 
conduct of one is expected alſo; all you 
have no to do is to ſuit yours r 


preſent 6 


4 will do my beſt,” replied he, 
fmiling; but ignorant of both one and 
the other, I believe I muſt. rely on the 
lady who has adorned my perſon to de- 
corate my mind; for though I may be 
inclined to throw off my childiſh be- 
haviour with my frock, without my dear 
Lady Laurg's affiſtance I ſhall be at a 
loſs to adopt one more ſuited to my 
oc 


The good ſenſe that was evident in 
this remark fhewed at leaſt ſhe would 
Vor. II. C prove 
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prove no untractable pupil; but our ſtu- 
dies you ſee, my dear Harriot, are likely 
to be of a very different nature to thoſe 
which employed you at ' Broom Hill ; 
ſtudies, however, in which The bids fair 
to excell; for, in the afternoen, when her 
lover made his appearance, a viſible al- 
teration took place in her behaviour to 
him; yet it was equally viſible that the. 
reſerve ſhe aſſumed was a great reſtraint 
upon her inclinations. - Kat 


_ Charles ſeemed charmed with the al- 
teration in her perſon; but, on finding 
her omit her uſual teſtimonies of joy at 
his approach, could not help being 
 fimple enough to articulate ſome ſigh - 
ing doubts of her being happy to ſee 
him as before they parted. x 


A There now,” ſaid the, © it is, I find, 
impoſſible to do right; how can you 
| * — think 
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think I am not glad to ſee you? Yes, 
indeed, I am; but Lady Laura has told 
me, what I did not know before, that << 
f oY forbids me from Wh Mak a 


He Aögbed and ſeemed to a 
| ledge. the juſtneſs of this remark; but 
though deſitous of her acquiring a proper 
knowledge of theſe virtues that dignify 
her ſex, at preſent can hardly have re; 
ſolution to ſubſcribe to the terms; thoſe. 
innocent effuſions of tenderneſs - muſt 
certainly give him pleaſure ; but not- 
withſtanding, it is neceſſary they ſhould, 
in ſome degree be reſtrained, I find. 
myſelf uncommonly intereſted in their 
happineſs, and would promote it to the 
utmoſt of my power; for what can pro- 
duce greater ſatisfaction than to con · 
tribute to the felicity of two deſerving 
1 In this character I have ever 
4 C 2 beheld 
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beheld Charles Lattrell, and his Clara 
muſt of courſe be ranked as one, was it 


only becauſe ſhe is the choſen of his 


heart, and a favourite of my Harriot ; 
but, without either of thoſe recommen- 
dations, ſhe is poſſeſſed of a ſufficient 
number of ' agremens to make a rapid 
Progreſs in my affection. No wonder 
her innocence ſhould be attractive to the 
male ſex, when it has even a powerful 


effect on ours. On an amiable diſpo- 


ſition (no ſmall compliment to myſelf 

you'll ſay); innocence operates like diſ- ; 
treſs, we pity firſt, and, by degrees, ad- 
mire; her fimplicity affects our hearts, 
in à ſimilar degree, as the ſuppoſed ill - 
neſs of her lover did her on; and our 
wiſhes to contribute to her information 
imperceptibly increaſes the attachment. 


When they arrived Lord Wormeaten 


was out of town; he had not ſeen his 


nephew 
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nephew fince his return to England 
and as it might have piqued his pride to 
think that Charles ſhould preſume to 
fall in love without his royal authority, 
it was agreed between us, that Clara 
ſhould be introduced as a ſchool- fellow 
of mine, who lived at a great diſtance 
from town, and had done me the ho- 
nour to come with an intention of paſs- 
ing ſome months with me. 


As her lover was engaged on ſome. 
buſineſs in the afternoon, I-took her with 
me to \Ken/ington, wardens, to diſhpate 
the hours of abſence; for, young as ſhe 
is, and a novice in the paſſion which fills 
her heart, ſhe ſeems inſenſible to happi- 
neſs unleſs when he is preſent. 


The Gardens were crouded, the com 
Pany unuſually brilliant, and the ſplen- 
= Ee - dour 
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dour of the ſcene ſo different to any ſhe 
had ever been a ſpectator to, that ſhe 
appeared both delighted and aſtoniſhed; 
every lady, who attracted her attention, 
bore ſome reſemblance to her dear Miſs 
 Chetwyn; and every elegant male animal 
was the very figure of her Luttre!l, 


On a nearer view, probably, my 
dear Clara, you would find them very in- 
ferior even in perſonal attractions; and, 
on a more intimate acquaintance, might 
diſcover them to be very deficient in 
thoſe mental ones, Which ſo deſervedly 
entitle both Mifs Chetwyn and Luttrell 
to your eſteem; but, at preſent, your 
ideas are too vague to make a juſt dif-' 
tinction between them; time alone can 
convince you of real worth, and time 
only point out to you .where it is defi- 


cient, There ney indeed, many here 
whoſe 
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whoſe appearance is angelic, but whoſe 
hearts are probably infernal; it is noe 
from the exterior we mnuſÞ always judge 
of merit; all who poſſeſs: the externaÞ 
. beauties of Miſs Chetwyn poſſeſs not her 
mterior charms: and many who are ene 
tirely devoid of perſonal attractions are 
entitled to our eſteem from the amia- 
bility of their diſpoſition ;* without 
doubt you have made that obſervation, 
even among the humble inhabitants of 
Broom Hill, for beauty is confined to no 
particular ſpot of earth, though its em- 
belliſhments peculiarly abound in this.“ 


Her reply was natural, and though it 
ſpoke her little accuſtomed to obſerva- 
tions on either phyſiognomy or manners; 
ſhewed a native ſenfibility that would 
ſoon expand itſelf into more extenfive 
knowledge. 


C4 Many 
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Many little remarks occurred in the 
courſe of our walk, that helped to diſ- 
cover the livelineſs of her diſpoſition ; 
like thofe of moſt young people on their 
firſt entrance into life (who have been 


bred- in retirement), her eyes were 


greatly attracted by the dreſs of the com- 
| pany; but, charming as the ladies ap- 
peared, ſhe was at a loſs to connect the 
idea of a woman and a faſh; ſhe thought 
it was a part of dreſs that was inſepara- 
ble from a white frock: ſhe never ſaw 
Miſs Cbetumn wear one, nor does your 
Ladyfhip,” innocently * her * 
towards my waiſt. 


% No, my dear, though neceſſary that 
we ſnould conform a litele to the faſhion 
of the day, it is by no means eſſential 
that we ſhould render ourſelves ridicu - 
lous by faſhionable abſurdities; in dreſs 

8 as 
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as in every thing, we ſhould be governed 
by reaſon and propriety ; a Miſs of fifty 

in a ſaſh, and her head adorned with 
flowers, is as prepoſterous as an infant 
of five in a full-dreſs hoop and high- 
heeled ſhoes: by dreffing out of cha- 
racter every age renders itſelf ridiculous. 
and, ſtrange as the obſervation may ap- 
pear, a woman's diſpoſition may gene- 
rally be known by her external ap» 
pearance; who therefore would ſuffer 
their intellects to be ſuſpected: for the 
fimple ſatisfaCtion of W other 
* 55 / 


In this manner did I endeavour to turn 
eur converſation to her improvement. 
We returned home about eight, and ſome: | 
ladies of my acquaintance happening to 

call juſt as we had ſtept out of the cars 
- Rage, ſhe took up a book, and with - 

C5. wdiew 
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drew, intending to go to her own apart- 
ment, and amuſe herſelf with it till they 
were gone; for ſhe appeared to have no 


-mclination to be introduced to com- 


pany till the had been a little longer 


with me. 


In her way thither ſhe was attraQed 
by the paintings in the long gallery; 
and, juſt as ſhe was in the attitude of 
attention, her eyes fixed upon a fine por- 
trait of Vandyke's, Lord Hormeaten, who 
was juſt arrived in town (though my 
ſervant had not informed me of it), en- 


tered the gallery at an oppoſite door ; 


and, on obſerving a female figure, hi 


eyes were naturally attracted to the ſpot. 
Her back was towards him, but the 


ſound of his ſteps diſturbing her from 
her contemplation, ſhe turned haſtily 
round, and, on ſeeing his lordſhip, 
* ſhrieked 


. — 
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ſhrieked out, and fell with e to- 
ward the ground. . 


Onchearing her ſquall, I ran inſtantly- 
up ſtairs, and found her in the poſture 
above · mentioned, but could not form 
the leaſt idea of the cauſe: nor did my 
Lord appear to be more acquainted with 
it than myſelf. He ſaid on entering the, 
gallery he had ſeen the young lady at- 
tentively gazing at the pictures, and 
ſuppoſed his ſudden entrance had alarmed 
her, for, on haſtily turning round, and A 
diſcovering him there, ſhe had uttered 
ſome exclamation of- fright, and fell 
down. as I then found her. | 


| The cauſe of her diſtreſs did not the 
leaſt ſtrike me; but I tried, by the maſt - 
ſoothing perſuaſions, to prevail on her to 
riſe, and begged his lordſhip to with- 
C 6 draw 
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draw till I had ſoothed her into com- 
As Fon as ke was gone, ſhe inſtantly 


7 aroſe, and, flinging her arms about my 
neck, ode 1 her heart was 1 es | 


| « Ah! my dear Lady Ears / Lam 
betrayed. Mr. Luttrell already repents: 
the ſtep he has taken; for who elſe could 
have informed wy Lord. that. I am 
here?“ | 


My Lord interrupted I, in the ac- 
cents of aſtoniſhment!““ Why, ſurely, 
Lord Wormeaten is not the man your 
guardian deſigned for your huſband.” 


Indeed he is, and it is plain he has- 
been informed of my elopement, or how 
cou he have came here to ſeek me?“ 


Wx, 


- 
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„Why, my deareſt girl, he lives beta; 
this is his houſe, and I. am his ward; he 
is alſo the uncle of your Luttrell.” 1 


«© Why then of all places did he bring 
me here l what will become of me! þ 
ſhall now be forced to marry him imme- 
diately, whether I will or no.“ 


« ] hope not, my love, at-prefent it 
is plain he does not know you. The al- 
teration in your dreſs has favoured you 
in that reſpect. Do not, therefore, alarm 
yourſelf, or think ill of your lover. How: 
could he ſuppoſe that it was Lord Worm- 
eaten? there are many other lords in the 
world you know, and even yourſelf was 
unacquainted with his title. It is one of 
thoſe croſs purpoſes in which. fate ſome- 
times takes a pleaſure to amuſe itſelf, 
but, however, may be attended with no 
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bad conſequences. All we have to do is 
to alter our plan. On pretence of in- 
diſpoſition. you ſhall ſup in your own 
apartment to-night, and, to-morrow morn- 
ing, I will take you to Kenſington. 1 
have a friend there with whom you may. 
lodge, and I will devote to you all the 
time that I can poſſibly ſpare without 
being noticed.“ 


She grew more compoſed when ſhe 
found ſhe was unknown; but defired I 
would ſend her no ſupper, for ſhe could 
not eat a bit. | 


Soon after ſhe retired to her room, 


and I went down and ordered ſupper 


early, that, when it was over, I might 
retire ſooner than uſual, and prevail on 
her to eat ſomething ; for, between the 


fatigue of her journey, and the exertion 
of 
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of ber ſpirits after her arrival, ſhe had 
taken but little nouriſhment; ſince the 
had been with me; and 1 feared her 
health would be endangered . * want 
of n 


Har lordſhip aſked after * — * 
lady, and what had | occaſioned her 
emotions. / |: 5314 Nee "Bet: e 

941 

A natural timidity of diſpoſition was 
my reply; ſuppofing herſelf alone, added 
to the gloomy light, which hardly pers 
mitted her to diſtinguiſh what ſhe ſaw, 
had ſuddenly overpowered her ſpirits. 


« She imagined me to be a ſuperna- 
tural being then, I ſuppoſe. For good- 
neſs ſake, where was ſhe brought up, to 
de afraid of any thing under a form 
which girls are very ſeldom averſe to? 
a Who 
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Who is this timid little ſoul ? I muſt ſee 
her to-morrow, Laura, and laugh her 
out of her folly. On a nearer view ſhe 
will perhaps overcome her fears. I 
know a young lady, in whom ſuch be- 
haviour would have been perfectly in 
character; but the caſe is different be- 


tween one who never ſaw ten men in het 


life, and thoſe who ſee myriads every 
day.” | | 


It was not difficult to underſtand to 
whom this allufion was made; but, be- 
fore I could reply, Charles Luitrell made 
his appearance, and the meeting on the 


part of the old gentleman was very af- 


fectionate, conſidering the intention he 
kad formed of marrying to diſinherit him 


but this was a ſecret I had not yet dif. 


cloſed, for I was unwilling to damp the 
young man's preſent ſatisfaction, by a 
proſpect 
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proſpect of future penury). Soon after 
he was ſeated, fearing, I ſuppoſe, that 
his deary was indiſpaſed, he could not 
reſtrain his defire of information, and, 
to that intent, enquired what was bes 
come of the young lady I had with me 
when he called ? 


O87 


Oh! the timid young Lady, I ſup· 
poſe, you mean?” ſays his lordſhipz 
« did ſhe fall down on ſeeing you alſo? 
But your eyes, I ſuppoſe, do not deal 
ſuch mortal wounds as mine that have 
been ſo many years practiſed in the art 
of killing! Tou won't believe it, per- 
haps, hut the fight of me has thrown her 
into ſuch. trepidation of ſpirits, that I 
ſuppoſe ſhe will not recover herſelf to- 
night, whatever ſhe does in the morning; 
and he related the affair juſt as it hap» 
| Strange, 
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. Strange, i ir deed !“ replies Charles, 
affecting to laugh; but I could ſee that 
mirth, had in reality, little place in his 
- Heart; the truth at once ruſhed” upor 
his mind; he had net a doubt but his 
tordſhip was the lover from whom ſhe 
had flown ; and, though it was evident 
ſhe was not yet diſcovered, his fears that: 
ſhe ſoon would be, quite overponered 


his ſ Pirits.” 


„What alls thee, boy ?” ſaid his uncle :; 
«© You ar'nt fallen in love with this 
young {kKitriſh tit, are you, and are out 
of ſpirits Becauſe ſheis abſent > If you 
ſhould; and'ſhe proves worth the pur- 
| chaſe, I'll bid high for her.; for, though 
Tintend marrying myſelf, and may pro- 
bably till have heirs of my own body, 
don't intend to forget you. I'm in love 
myſelf, and, therefore, have a fellow 

feeling z. 


THE DUPED CUARDIAN, 3 
feeling; ſo, if you like the girl, and ſhe 
likes you, we'll ſet about making up the 

match immediately, that we may have a 


double pet 4 
1 


With only one bride Feten ye, 
thought I; and even this kindneſs of his 
fordſhip did not help to reſtore LuttrelPs 
ſpirits; for the more friendly now, the: 
more exaſperated he knew he muſt be 

"when. the deception came to be diſco- 
vered, which his fears nem 
be very * 


Wben he took his leave, I contrived 
to follow him out, and begged him to 
calm his fears, and leave the manage. - 
ment of the affair to me; and, very 

ſoon after, I repaired to my lovely _— 
in order to quell hers a * 


1 found 


- 


44 THE DUPED. GUARDIAN. 


| ; I found: her reclined upon her arm, 
with a handkerchief before her plenti- 


fully bedewed with tears; but my elo- 
quence ſoon prevailed on her to ſtop 
them; and, by my perſuaſions, ſhe at 
length condeſcended to eat a little paſtry ; 
and, after waſhing it down with a couple 
of glaſſes of madeira, was ſoon in a dif- 
Poſition to invoke the god of fleep. = 


When ſhe retired to reſt, finding my- 
elf no way diſpoſed to follow her ex- 
ample, I fat down to fimſh this epiſtle, 
the contents of which, I doubt not, wilb 
alike entertain and aſtoniſh you, 


Your little Clara unites in ſineere af- 
$Qion; and, however difpoſed to a 
friendly attachment towards my lady- 
thip, ſays, nothing can ever eradicate 
from her mind the pleafing reflection of 
| thoſe 


> 
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choſe happy hours ſhe paſſed in the ſo- 
ciety of Mifs Chetwyn. When I have 
ſafely diſpoſed of her, you ſhall hear 
from me again. In the n mean tune I amy 
and ever fhall remain, | 


Yours, 


N T T E R 200 


Sir Eben Bravo to the a. 
Cranrtes Lurr REI. 


Maldron Place. 


ARRIVED here the very day you 
bad left the place, and judging that 
it would give you ſatisfaction to learn in 
n _ . what 
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what manner your flight was reliſhed by. 
the old Grecian, gained all the infor- 
mation I wound upon the ſubject. 


* 


It fk he tured from the. wild. 
gooſe chace, on which he had been ſent | 
(by your worſhtp's wiſe orders), about 
an hour after your departure; but I will 
"give you the account in his own words, 
for that we might learl*ſFhj{ghing of 
the matter, Sir Edrard (under a pre- 
tence of ſome ſlight return of the old 
complaint in his ſtomach) "ſent for him 
hither ; and, without any difficulty, 
gained from him an authentic detail of 

the whole wonderful exploit. | 


The Doctor appeared quite hors 4. lui 
meme from his firſt entrance; but, ne- 
pack, mechanically uttered the uſual 


interrogatories of a phyfician : theſe. 
over, 
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over, Sir Edward, willing to pave the 
way for an exploſion of the combuſti- 
bles that ſeemed to be working in his 
mind, aſked if the report of Miſs Au- 
_ bry's elopement was: hand fact? | 


- of Nothing i is more certain,” faid ha. 
„hut as to that of her being gone with 


my conſumptive patient is quite impoſ- 


ſible; it is true the gentleman left his 
inn the very morning ſhe was miſſing, 
and her going off juſt then gave riſe to 
the report; but as to his running away 

with her, it is the moſt ridiculous notion 
in the world; why, he is not able to travel 
at the rate of a mile an hour. The ſer- 
vant who attended him told me, his 
maſter had heard, that a relation he 
much valued was at the point of death, 
and determined to travel, by eaſy ſtages, 
to take a laſt farewell of him, (proba- 
bly 


[4 . 
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bly forgetting that his own life might, 
through fatigue, be terminated alſo be- 
fore he got to the end of his journey); 
bur, as to his taking Clara with him, 
there was no foundation for the ſtory: 
2 likely matter, indeed, that a man, 
whoſe life is ſo nearly extinguiſhed by a 
© gradual and ſure decay, ſhould think of 
troubling himſelf with a woman.” 1 


* True, Doctor, no very likely a matter 
to be ſure; but are you certain that he 
might not feign that declining ſtate, the 


better to accompliſh his alen upon 
. your r 


Ea... Feign to be Ul! very I pita i m- 
deed; have you ſo poor an opinion 
of my Kill, Sir, as to think I could 
not- diſcover the difference between an 


aſſumed and a real decay of nature? 
6 Why, 
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Why, his liver is gone already; not all 
the faculty combined could prevent his 
being a, dead man in leſs than a mouth g 
but you know it is not a phyfician's. bu- 
ſineſs to ſpeak truths to their patients, ag 
that would induce them to ſave their 
fee, and we ſhould draw on ourſelves the 
curſes of their apothecary into the bar- 
gain; to live and let live, a0 know, is 
one of the golden een Lond: 


1 


BY Your arguments are. very zul Than. 
tor; but, pray, if there were no grounds 
i the n whence did at n, 


60 Merely from the. e 4 my 
houſckeeper. Mrs. Betty, not knowing 
that there is a material difference between 
e and poſſibilities, drawed 

er inference from the former; and be- 


cauſe the poor gentleman was the only 
Vor- II. D perſon 
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perſon the had ſeen in the houſe after 1 
left it, ſuppoſed it probable they might 
be gone off together, without confider- 
ing that the thing was almoſt as impoſ- 
fible as for a man to run away with the 
monument: the fact was this; early in 
the morning, a ſtrange ſervant called to 
inform me, that his maſter, Sir Harry 
Nentevorth, had been taken ſuddenly with 
2 paralytic ſtroke on his left fide,” and 
defired my immediate attendance; I ſtaid 
only to take a cup of coffee, threw my- 
ſelf into my chaiſe, and ordered them to 
drive haſtily to the Hall, telling Clara, 
that if my patient came ſhe muſt ac- 
quaint him with the neceſſity of my im- 
mediate preſence at Sir Harrys; and 
that, if he could not conveniently wait 
till I returned, I would call upon him 
in the afternoon, 
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It was about ſeven miles to Hentworth. 
Hall; ſo that all the expedition in the 
world, could not convey: me there in a 
minute; but faſt! as my; horſes, could 
drive (and they axe ſpirited ones), I was. 
whirled acroſs the country; for I never, 
quenee, make a patient wait who is in 
abſolute danger; ſuch little manceuyres 
Licave to thoſe; whoſe wow is * 


On ** at Sir Harry c, I aebred 
the ſervant to conduct me immediately 
to the apartment of his maſter; and, in 
my haſte to afford him relief, had 
actually aſcended the firft flight of ſtairs, 
when the man, ſtaring as if I bad ad- 
dreſſed him in Hebrew, ſaid, the haronet 
was not in the country. You may judge, 
gentlemen, of my ſurpriſe; it inſtantly 

| D 2 occurred 


$4 THE DUPED GUARDIAN, 
oecurred to me, that this ſcheme to draw 
me from home had been planned by 
fome daring villains,” who, in my ab- 
ſence, meant to plunder my houſe and 
murder my family; and, probably, by 
the time I got back, would have ef- 
fected their vile deſign: prejudiced with 
this belief (not from any puſillanimous 
fears, but becauſe it is moſt prudent to 
provide againſt the worſt), I got two of 

Sir Harry's ſervants to go back with me; 
and, notwithſtanding the haſte I was in 
before, 1 believe , got home i in half ths 
time. 5 1 

80 [246 inne x 

| On OR within fight of my houſe, 
no appearance'of plunder betrayed itſelf 
in the external; on alighting all was 
quiet and ſtill; the door opened to me 
by Betty b without 1 ſigus of 
" * affright 


"? 
— 
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aſſrigbt or amazement on her, counte- 
nance. 1 
I I ſaid nothing, but walked into the 
parlour; and, ſtill more to my ſurpriſe, 
found the ſide- board of plate compleat 
as when left it, the drawers unrifled, 
and every: thing in flaru 2. n 
L e 
« Has any one dow here, Betty, dur. 
ing my 3 IG N N 
: | 08883725 ichn a at 
7 No; nobody, pleaſe your honour, 
but the fick gentleman who'comes every 
morning, and he did not ſtay long; but 
Miſs can tell you more about it, as ſhe 
was here An- went away.? 


10 14. gt 0 4 
« Call * . perhaps it may be 

a dream; yet, I think, I was certainly 
ſent for to Wentworth Hall; but ſhe 
_ bann 
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breakfaſted with me, and * 1 remetn- 
ber if it was ſo.” 


My commands were obeyed, but no 
Clara anſwered, 


I fancy Miſs has fallen aſleep, ſays 
Betty, I'll go up and- ſee, for I can't, for 
the life of me, make her hear. 


In a few minutes the came down again 
in a terrible agitation ! | 


„ As ſure as you are alive, Sir, Miſs 

is gone, for I can find her no where; and 
.belike her bonnet and cloak are gone 

too, for they both hung on the peg in 
the cloſet in the morning, and neither of 
them are there now.“ | 


* Gone, you blockhead! where can 
the be gone to? the poor child knows 
* | nobody - 


/ 
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nobody in the neighbourhood : ſhe has 
not, ſurely, took it in her head to go out 
of the garden acroſs the bridge into the 
orchard, and fell into the moat I” 


4 God fotbid! for L am ſure, if the is 
drowned there, I ſhall never dare walk in- 
the garden any more, for fear of * 
her.“ 


« Hold your nonſenſe, woman, and 
ſend hither Thomas and. William; they 
* drag the moat immediately.“ 


Sir Harry's two men offered to kelp, 
and to it they went, without any delay; 
but all to enn 
found. | 


A thouſand conjectures aroſe, and 
were as quickly Baniſhed; when at 
, D 4 length 
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tength it popped into her wiſe head, that 
the fick gemleman had run away with 
Miſs, for who elſe ſo 3 as o_ only 

- perſon that had been there? b 


e Becauſe a n had bern in 
the hauſe, if you had loſt a ſilver: ſpoom, 
would you condemn him as the thief?“ 


ny for a gentleman would be 
above ſtealing a ſpoon; but belike he 


might be Wen to ſteal : reren vun 
lady for all that,” 


I thought the thing was very impro- 
8 but, as it is beſt to be ſure of a a 
Abing before we pretend to decide on it, 
I poſted away to my patient. Bano! 


- His ſervant informed me, that he was 
fore I had not called a little earlier, far 


> 0 a dying 
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.z dying friend had. ſent to defire a laſt 
farewel of his maſter, and, befote he 
ventured to undertake the journey, had 
called on me to learn if I judged it ſafe; 
but, as the cauſe admitted of. no delay, - 
he had ſer out determined to travel by 
gentle ſtages, whatever was the conſe- 
quence. Poor gentleman,” continued 
his faithful valet, * I fear he will never - 
live to reach his journey's end: had you 
ſeen him an hour before he ſet out, you 
would have thought it impoſſible, Sir, 
that he could have. even lived that 
"AF * | | 


60 1 18 not, . Bernard; 3. ; however, d;7 | 
muſt tell you what my houſekeeper ſays: - 
we have loſt my niece this morning; and 
ſhe. is perſuaded that Mis is. ade off. 
with your Maſter.” 


Ds: RY 
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„A likely matter, indeed! had he 
been inclined to take either, he would 


have made choice of Mrs. Betty herſelf, 


; 7 


for he wants a nurſe more than a com- 
panion; but truſt me, Sir, he has ſome- 
thing elſe to think om. I fall follow 
bim in a few hours, and, I am ſure, weak 
as he is, he'lt laugh heartily at irn 
Betty's ä 2 | 


«« Nou may ſuppoſe, bam that, 
after this aceount of his maſter, I left 
- Bernard in the fulleſt confirmation that 
there was not the ſlighteſt reaſon to ſuſ- 


pect my patient of the theft. Nor, in- 
dieed, did there want that confirmation to- 
"Convince me of what Þ before deemed 


not only improbable, bur almoſt im- 


poffible; for I have not ſo long ſtudied 
the difeaſes incident to human nature, 
not to nom that a perſon in the laſt 


ſtage 
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ſtage of a decline can have but few 
wiſhes of the nature Mts. Betty hinted 
at. I eoncludtd, as it was natural to 
conclude in ſuch a caſe, that, tempted by 
the fine weather, ſhe Had ſtolen into the 
ſtelds for a walk, and rambled out of her 
knowledge; but, as three days are now 
elapſed, and I have heard nothing of her, 
I think it will be beſt to inſert an adver- 
tiſement in the papers, deſcribing her 
dreſs and perſon ; 'for I am determined 
to recover. damages of any one who 
ſecretes her; beſides, it will make me 
tracted her to à man of quality; and, if 
the is not found ſobn, probably he will 
not ſtand to his batgain, and take her 
without a fortune. A fine kettle of ſiſu 
that would be, aſter having brought her 
vp to his Hiking, and ſpoilt . W 


body elſe,” 


pity? 


D 6 Thus 
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Thus concluded the doctor's account 
of his ward's elopement; at which nei- 
ther Sir £dward or myſelf could hardly 
reſtrain our riſible propenſions. By the 
kints that he threw out of having 
brought her. up to his liking,” it is 
plain, Charles, that the pretty creature 
has- been bred in ignorance, metely to 
 fatisfy the whim of ſome-letcherous old 
fellow, whoſe worn- out appetite is only 
to be excited by native innocence, un- 
tinctured/ even with a ſufficient degree of 
knowledge to point out to her the hor- 
rors· of ſuch a prepoſterous union; and 
the. large fortune which her. parents, 
Probably, indefatigably amaſſed for her, 
he intended ſhould be conſigned to his 
iron cheſt, and lie confounded in the heap 
of his ill-gotten pelf till death-bed re- 
morſe cauſed ĩt to be drawn ftom thenoe, 
and, in hopes of expiation, appropriated 
Ha: Wl . 
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to the worthy purpoſes of un hoſ-- 
pitals. 1 


I ſhall not ſtay here but a few days- 
longer; but; during th ſphcezL hall 
hope to hear from you. Something more 
may, perhaps, N relative to the 
ola gentlemad's attempts of recovering 
his niece; if there ſhould, I may, w_ 
ſibly,) write to you again. 


Be ſo kind as to forward the'incloſed 
as addreſſed; and, ſhould an opportu⸗ 
nity of diſcovering;in hat degree of. eſs 
timation a certain perſon ſtands with lady 
Laura, that certain perſon will unite his . 
ne with thoſe * | 1 


1 
” 


" - 1 
; x D y I 8 U | * - 5 — - - : 
n 1. 2 1 15 10 4 14 * 


LE Th 


A. 


62 THE DUVFED GUARDIAN; 


* l £6. 35G T 1 en 100% Ian 
I. E 4 + | E R XIII. 
Mis Parma to Lady LAURA AnTans | 


It (? Wy Wy * 4 1. £5411 < 


SAY oy 


AM not yet recovered from the 
J Kare of aftoniſhment into which your 
letter has thrown me, Laura, though 
three days are now elapſed fince my firſt 
peruſul of it. Clara Aubry] the innocent 
Clara Aubry ! the heroine of ſo many 
ſtrange adventures! Not three months 
ſince ſhe left me, and all this to have 
happened! Sweet girl! how I long to 
ſee her metamorphoſed into a little wo- 
7 20 ates, 
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man, and copying, no doubt, the inimi- 
table graces of her elegant proteCtreſs ! 
How fortunate that ſhe fell into ſuch ho- 
nourable hands ! Had her growing beau- 
ties made a like impreſſion on the heart 
of a libertine, what muſt e es "rw 
fate ! 


[1 — 10 . ' 

Alas! fatal tan aſt ruin, . 
her heart had been ſpotleſs as that of 2 
new-born babe! for, can we pefhibly 
deem thoſe deviations guilt which pro- 
eeed N an IE hs * is 


right 


A bexvtiful female eur anche world 
without education, and a proper know- 
ledge of thoſe virtues which dignify the 
ſex, is in u ſituation juſt as dangerous 
as an — eaierng amidſt a "Oy 
of rultans.. | 


na | 
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Let pretended wiſdom argue ſtrenu- 
:ouſly as it will in favour of ignorance, 
ſhould I ever become a mother, my off - 
ſpring ſhall never be kept from the 
knowledge of what they ought to do, 
or what they ought to avoid. Without 
being told that there are rocks, how can 
they ſhun them? Nature may be a ſure 
but very dangerous, tutor; and thoſe 
who have no other, often buy their. ex- 
nen the dae b,, 


* 


1 — is as "LR to- our virtue to | 
ſpeak all we feel, as it is to good har- 

| mony to ſpeak all we know ; yet, un- 
aided by reaſon, that is what nature 
ee | | 


63 urges. innocence to cgurt i its O 

3 [deftruQtion, and furniſh libertiniſm with 
arms againſt itſelf, . In ſhort, chere is no 
' ſpecies 
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ſpecies of. danger, to which it does not 
ſubject thoſe who are left aden to * 
r er od K ad ite od 

a, "= en 

Nature, I'll. ee 5 err 
Hpeoke of beauty. both in the, human, 
animal, mineral, and vegetable world; 
but, it's the hand of art, that can alone 
bring moſt of them to perfection. Were 
children never taught to Walk and talk, 
in all probability. they, wauld never ber 
come erect, but continue to move upon 
the earth in the poſture, of, quadrupeds, 
and their language be as little underſtood, 
at leaſt they would be little diſtinguiſha- 
ble from m" 1 their 7 1 
manners. 10 


F 


C 1a. T3 D817; Alge den 
— In ** to the 1 part of ere- 
ation, nature is to them, perhaps, the 


moſt unerring guide; but in no other 
. | does 


G's a 
#54 & 


6s Fu Dorp ub 
does ĩt opetate with equal fucceſs. The 
rarth might in vain teem with rich foſſils. 
Who would be a competent judge of 
their ineſtimable worth, did not the 
hand of the tefiner-purge them of their 
native droſs? In vain might the luxuri- 
ant vine flouriſh to our view, if the ſkit 
ful huſbandman did not ſtrip it of thoſe 
ſuperfluous ſhoots, which render its 
luſcious load impervious to the mid-day 
ſun, the fruit might increaſe in ſize, 
But never could attainits proper flavour. 
3800 is it with every thing. Nature has 
done much, but has yet left much for 
art. It cannot be fuppoſed that we were 
ſemt on earth merely to remain in a ſtate 
of inactivity, or why endued with ſuch 
noble faculties, had every thing been 
created in a ſtate of perfection. No- 
thing would have remained for man to 
do. It is, therefore, the duty of every 

| Oe 


rn purer ovannpran. & 
one to improve that which is improvea- 
ble, nor think that innocence 1s income 
* with knowlege. ö Er 


A Tong harangue you wilt, no doubt, 
think, to prove what you was before ac- 
quainted with; but every mind, my 
Laura, is not equally enlightened; "08 
how many are there in the world who 
would not, at this day, lament an igno- 
trance they owe to fuch rern 
prejudices ? | 


I trembled for -poor Cura in that part 
of your letter where you mention her 
diſtreſs at the unexpected fight of lord 
Wormeaten'in the picture gallery. Sweet 
girl! no wonder the thought herſelf be- 
trayed ! for hom cou the expett to fee 
Him there whom the did not even know 
Hved in the metropolis 3 9 


I revere 


— 
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I revere her Luttrell for his generous 
[behaviour ; .and can hardly help joining 
my wiſhes with her own innocent ones, 
« that they were . that nothing 


"Ie pany. them. 


Fe am happy that you hinted a 3 
ledge of my ſafety to my fiſter ; ſo ſhe 
is aſſured of that, and diveſted of all 
_ doubts of any miſconduct, how much 1 
ſtand arraigned in the ſubject of Caprice 
is immaterial. reodibigun; 
Since you are poſſefled of ſuch diſcern- 
ment, I will acknowledge, my deareſt 
Laura, that the good opinion of the 
amiable Edwin is of no inconfiderable 
© conſequence to your Harriet peace; 
but it was a ſecret unknown even to her- 
elf, till the green eyed monſter pointed 
out the hidden truth. And, to what 
* purpoſe 


= * ” 
= 
\# + # 
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purpoſe is it now diſcovered ? ſince, in 
all probability, he may not be long in- 
ſenſible to the charms of every female, 
though the fire of Bab Laſcell's bright 
eyes fail of the defired execution. And, 
at this diſlance, thoſe of my love-fick 


beams in vain; for, if the wound, long 
fince given, ſhould not prove mortal, 
there will be no anchor on which to reſt 
my hopes. But you are become his phy» 
fician, and flatter me that his pulſe {Kill 
vibrates one ſound of * Wann 
* am | willing to believe 3 * a why? 
Not becauſe it is probable, but becauſe 
I wiſh it to be, Yet, would it not be 
giving unbridled reins to vanity, to ſug» 
_ geſt an idea, that à paſſion, hardly viſible 
to himſelf, and never acknowledged to 
its ch ſhould be proof againſt the 

; united 


ladyſhip may ſend forth their piercing» = 


* 
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united powers of time and-abſence ? proof 
alſo againſt calumny ? and every day li- 
ahle to be weakened: by the dazzling 
gere of ſuperior charms? Noz its a 
hope chat venſon hardly dare to cheriſh ;/ 
hut reaſon, you will argue, has little to 
qa. with love; fo the matter muſt reſt! 
zuſt Where it was; fame hundred years 


| hence we may — able to reduces: 
ut: to a- certainty. | 


Aus formed ſome acquaintance with 
the family Lmentioned in my laſt; The 
Miſs Sumners appear to be amiable 
girls, know ſame little of the world, and 
are poſſeſſed of the happy art of dif- 
poſing of the little knowledge they have 
to the beſt advantage. We walk, chat, 
and work en/emb?. They have a bros 
ther too, an agreeable youth, who tries 
much to efface the image of a certain 

i 6 object 
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object from the boſom of Miſs Chee 
but it's a lahour · in · vain piece oi buſineſs g 
her heart 4s a5: imprognable as. Bgype» 
tian marble ; ſome kinds of metal;. you 
know, are not ſoluble; and, of-fuck, un 
fortunately for the poor lad, mine 6 hope 
a to be Den Ther 2 


- Tine; * W Dime with the ads 
dition of perſeverance, may effect ſome 
change. Nothing like hope, Laura, to 
ſoften the pangs of unrequited love. 
My family, my connections, he knows 
nothing of; but, he is his own maſter, 
poſſeſſes a net five hundreds per annum, 
and is no ſlave to intereſt; a pretty face 
and faſcinating manners is to him a ſuf. 
ficient letter recommendatory. I have 
doubtleſs my reaſons for concealing my 
real ſituation; and he is too polite a lover 
Py ** thus, you ſee, all difs 

f culties 
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Eculties are removed, but the difficulty 
above all difficulties, that of ſoftening an 
inſenfible. heart; or rather to render: it 
leſs ſenſible to the charms of . 
pier ae. is AGO} "MIT 936 07 9221 
fade P1250 ad vl llt 
Our parties have, within this ar. 
night, received ſome addition by the ar- 
rival of a young widow, who boards in 
the-neighbourhood, and is a particular 
acquaintance of the niece of our rector. 
Neither Miſs Arabella, or the fair relict 
her friend, are very great favourites with 
either the Summer or myſelf; but, as 
her uncle was tutor to their brother, and 
they ſtill live ; in the family, common 
cCivility conſtrains them to aſſociate, how - 
ever contrary to their inclinations. 


„Brus fince. the death of an amiable 
mother, theſe two young ladies have 
5 boarded 
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boarded at the parſonage; and the good 
old couple ſeem to love them as their 


children; their brother, ſince he came 
of age, has taken up his abode at the fa- 
mily-manfion, and much wiſhes his ſiſters 


to enliven it by their refidence with him; 


but they have been ſo long accuſtomed 
to their preſent ſituation, and are fo per- 
fectly happy in it, that they have pre- 
vailed on him to accept of a refuſal ; but 
now and then they paſs a few days with 
him to ſee that his domeſtic concerns are 
properly conducted; and, as he much 
reſpects his reverend. friend, he is him- 
ſelf almoſt daily at the parſonage-houſe, 
where he may rather be ſaid to live than 
at the Hall, 


- Miſs Bell Seward, the before-men< 


tioned niece of Mr. Stanly, has been 


brought up in (or near) the metropolis ; 


Vol. II E but, 


—— — —e— —¼ ——— — 


24 THE DUPED outen. 


but, her parents dying and leaving her 
only a very inconſiderable legacy, has, I 
believe, been prompted to accept of 
their protection, more from neceſſity than 
iaclination, for ſhe docs not appear to 
reliſh their calm, retired way of living 
half ſo well as a life of gaiety and diſ- 
ſipation. 


If I have any fill in penetrating into 
the hidden ſecrets of the heart, her's 
glows with no inconfiderable warmth ia 
favour of young Sumner's fortune; per- 
ſon is out of the queſtion with her; mo- 
ney is money; and man is man, or, li- 
terally ſpeaking, one man as agreeable 
as another, if equally favoured by the 
ſmiles of Plutus. I doubt not but ſhe 
ſincerely wiſhes me at Jericho for ſpoil- 
ing her gay proſpe&ts; but I am not the 

only ſtumbling block to her happineſs; 


For, 


THE. DUPED GUARDIAN 76 


for, to give the youth his due, he has 
much pretenſion to the amiable ; and, 
had I not unfortunately came in the way 
to mar her hopes, he has too much diſ- 
cernment to have been captured by a 
pretty-face, unleſs nature had been to 
her more profufe of mental beauties. 


Since the arrival of her friend, the 
widow, I think ſhe has endeavoured to 
render herſelf rather more ſogial, and 
ſpeaks highly of Mrs. Arden merit, but 
it is inviſible to any of us; the woman 
has ſuch a confident method of looking, 
and, though not out of bombazeen, ſeems 
to take ſuch infinite pains to prevent her 
ſuppoſed charms from. being ſhrouded 
by her mourning, that it's plain ſhe 
means not long to weep her mate, if ſhe 
can prevail on any kind-hearted gentle» 
Ul man 
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man to dry her tears, and reſtore to her 
the happineſs ſhe has loft. 


She has a boy above five years of age, 
a lovely little fellow. 1 am naturally ſo 
fond of children, that I ſhould take much 
notice of him, could 1 bring myſelf to 
think more favourably of his mother; 
but I know not how it is, antipathies are 
not eafily ſurmounted, and I feel an un- 
conquerable one io this ſame widow; 
yet the generally forms one of our par- 
ties out, and has been very preſſing for 
me to pay her a viſit at the cottage, 
where ſhe has taken up her reſidence; 
but whether 1 ſhall be polite enough to 
accept her invitation, I cannot yet de- 
termine; though, if the Sumners do, I 
cannot well look ſo particular as to re- 


fuſe. 


I ſhall 


/ 
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I ſhall be impatient 'till I learn the 
ſequel of our pretty Clara's elopement; 
but it will end, I ſuppoſe, as moſt ad- 
ventures of that kind do, in a wedding ; 
at which I ſhall not have the happineſs to 
officiate as bride-maid, becauſe my per- 


verſe ſtars command me to remain -invi- 
fible, 


Adieu, my ſweet friend; preſent my 
beſt wiſhes to your young companion 
and her adorer ; and, above all, do me 
the favour to believe me moſt ſincerely 


Tours, 


HARR1OT PELHAM | 


} 
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rn XIV. 


Hon. Crnartes LuTTRELL to Sir 
Hoon BIAupox. 


Pall. Mall. 


F which paſſion ſhall I firſt attempt 

the gratification, your curioſity or 

your love ? But when I confider that the 

latter muſt certainly be the moſt inter- 
eſting, it will be proper to leave that 

Important ſubje& Self for the conclu- 

fion of my letter, and proceed to inform 

you, that Lady Laura "Antrim hates Sir 

Hugh Blandon as fincerely as he does her; 


and that you do fo from your late be- 
; WF: haviour 
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haviour to her in public, is a truth, of 
which ſhe has not the moſt trifling 
doubt. Will this ſatisfy you? 


Sans doute; for that is loving quite 
according to your own maxims, with 
ſpirit enough to hide it; therefore as 
much meaning may be compriſed in a 
few words, comfort yourſelf with know- 
ing, that ſhe heartily deſpiſes you, and 
is prepared to declare war whenever you 
think proper. | 


If you do not find any particular at- 
tachment to the country, return; and 
enter immediately on hoſtilities, and thoſe 
who relax firſt of their averſion ſhall be 
declared duly conquered, and ſubmit, 

without murmuring, to the chains of 
matrimony. After which, as all new 
E 4 faſhions 


— 
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faſhions are prevalent. with yotaries of 
the ton, it will doubtleſs become quite 
the rage to make love à la Autrim & 


. Ty 


This is al at preſent on . above; 
if you wiſh to, know more, your iofor- 
mation muſt be perſonal; for, knows 
Hugh, that IJ have. too high a ſenſe 
honour to diſcloſe the ſecrets of a lady h 


who ſo religiouſly Keeps mine. 


| My ſweet Clara 18 very elipitty ſitu- 
ated at Kenſingten; wearing off the ruſt 
of ignorance as faſt as the moſt able 
-maſters, and her own perceptive diſpo- 
ſition, will admit; the latter of which I 
have the happineſs to diſcern is more 
[efficacious in her improvement than all 


their aſſiduity. ; 


Have 
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Have I ſent her to ſchool? you'll aſk; 


not literally ſo; but as the dear girl was 


within gun- ſhot of a moſt powerful ene- 


my, while under the roof of Lord Worm- 
eaten, we judged it moſt prudent to re- 


move her thither; and, as ſhe muſt now 
neceſſarily paſs many hours alone, thoſe 


cannot be better employed than in aton- 
ing for miſ-fpent years. 


But, as I know you are not fond of 
enigmas, unleſs ybu have the ſolution 
with them, to make you comprehend 


me thoroughly, I muſt inform you, that 


the redoubtable lover, who was to have 
been honoured - with my fair-one's hand 
(had ſhe not thought proper to honour 
me with her affections), proves to be no 
other than my wiſe uncle, (for further 
particulars fee the incloſed “, which was 


This letter does not appear, as it contained 


only what the reader is before acquainted with. 


E 5 . Wrote 
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wrote before the receipt of yours) ; but 


though her emotions were ſo near diſco- 
vering her, fortunately, he at preſent is 


ignorant of her being here; and, but for 


a letter he received this morning, would 


not have known but ſhe was fafe under 
the protecting wing of her worthy guar- 
dian. That letter, by its mark, ſeemed 
to come from R...; and the diſmal 


countenance he has fince exhibited, 


ſeems to ſhew, that it contained the hor- 
rid news of her elopement; but his 
nephew Charles, of all other young men 


in the world, he cannot ſuſpect has be- 
come the robber. 


As ſoon as we diſcovered his lordſhip 
to be ſo principal a perſonage in our 
drama, Lady Laura propoſed removing 
her amiable charge to the place above- 


mentioned, where (having long known 


7 the 
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the family), ſhe doubted not of her be- 
ing as eligibly fituated as it was poſſible 
ſhe could any where (not under her im- 
mediate protection); and the event 
proves ſhe was not miſtaken, for they 
are quite a family of bien faiſants, and 
all unite the happy arts of rendering 
| themſelves agreeable and uſeful: there 
are four daughters, whoſe education is 
not yet compleated ; and, with them, 
my Clara is aiming at perfection. A 
more charming group of ſtudents never 
bleſſed your fight; I yeſterday, happened 
to call while their mufic maſter was with 
them; Miſs Aubry was prattifing an air 
upon the harpfichord ; but, an my en- 
trance, bluſhed and left the inſtru- 
ment, flying to me with unfeigned 
ſatisfaction. beaming in her eyes, 


« You ſee how we employ ourſelves,” 
ſaid ſhe, © Tell Lady Laura 1 ſhall ſoon. - 
E 6 be 
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be able to accompany her in a duet; 
but why is ſhe not with you? I have 
been wiſhing for her all the morning.” 


„Had you no wiſhes mbre intereſting 
than that, my lovely girl?” putting her 
arm through mine, and leaving her to- 
wards the er. 


20 yes, to be ſure 1 =P but thoſe. | 
you know are fulfilled now I have the 
happineſs of ſeeing you; there is no 
need, therefore, to mention them.” 

1 ber ſweet dag 1 :mpreſſed my 
Fai es for the affectionate fincerity of 

this reply; and then enquired how ſhe 
amuſed herſelf re our abſence. 
Fi nd Il a6 
« In part as you obſerved juft now,” | 
"aid ſhe, © for aa is my delight ; 5 to 


play 
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play as well as the Miſs Seymours. would 
give me inexpreſſible fatisfaftion ; and 
they tell me I ſoon ſhall, but I fear they. 


flatter, Don't you think it wall be an 


age firſt?” 


« No, my love; if you have a natural 
attachment to the ſcience, there is no 
doubt but you will ſoon attain the know- 
ledge of it. Do the young ladies draw 
alſo?“ | | 


« Yes; inimitably, their maſters ſay d 
but I am, no judge of it. I am, how- 
ever, making ſome attempts. Here is 
4 little Jandſcape (taking out her pocket- 
book), that I have been ſpoiling.” 


I took it; and, after giving my aps 
probation in the terms it deſerved, I 


think,” ſaid I, caſting on her a fignifi- 


cant 


. ̃ co 
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cant look, ** this is not your firſt attempr 
m drawing ; but, perhaps, you are not 
equally happy in your likeneſſes of the 
human fpecies, as of trees and cottages, 
or, probably, the end of a ſopha is not 
fo convenient to draw upon as a table.“ 


The ſweet girl bluſhed a roſy red; 
and ingenuouſly owned ſhe had been 
once foiled in ſuch an attempt; * but 
I thought you was aſleep,” continued 
ſhe. © How in the name of goodneſs - 
did you gueſs what I was about?“ 


« When people think aloud, are not 
their thoughts eafily divined ? You ex- 
preſſed your ſorrow at not being able to 

accompliſh it in ſuch intelligent and in- 
nocent terms, that I could not be miſ- 
taken in my conjectures. Was it in- 
2 for a profile, or a portrait ? but 
I dare 
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I dare ſay you have it in your pocket. 
I have long wiſhed to ſee it, and I know 
you'll not now, my Clare, have the eru- 
elty to deny me.” 


% How can you laugh at me ſo? You 
know I am hardly ſenſible of the diffe- 
rence between the one and the other; 
but I had ſeen Miſs Chetuyn attempt 


mine, and it was ſo exactly like me, 
that I perſuaded myſelf I could draw. 


yours (for I thought you would cer- 
tainly die, and, if I could not do it well, 
I ſhould at leaſt have ſomething to look 
at that would remind me of you) ; bur, 
when L tried, I could make nothing like 
your features, I would ſhew you, but 
Im fure you'll then laugh till more. 
Here it is, half drawing'the paper from 
her pocket,” 


It 


* 
— ́⁸ — — 


j 
| 
| 
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It was, indeed, as ſhe obſerved, im- 
poſſible to. reſtrain a ſmile; for, not the 
leaft traces of a human likeneſs was it 
viſible to diſcern. The attempt, how- 
ever, rendered it as valuable to me, as 
if ſhe had ever ſo well ſucceeded; and, 
wrapping it up very carefully, I told 
her I would purchaſe it of her, and 
conſigned it to my pocket-book. _ 


O no! I would not part road it for 
** world! pray give it me in. 
* Nor 1 ab; ; i I am ſure, 
vou will not be fo cruel as to refuſe the 
price I offer; and, taking out a ſmall 
caſe, in which was a pair of pearl 
bracelets faſtened: with my own and 
Lady Laura's portrait, 1 them on 
her arms,” — "4 — 


wy 
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Had you ſeen, the joy and ſatisfaction 
that illumined her lovely features, you 
muſt, have acknowledged that nature 
could not produce. a more beautiful or 


more intereſting figure, 

She gazed on them ſame minutes in 
ſilent rapture z then, raiſing the arm on 
which was mine, almoſt to her lips, was 
going (as I imagined) to kiſs it; but 
the bug-bear propriety, with which ſhe 
had lately been made acquainted, at chat 
inſtant preſented itſelf to her thoughts, 
and, letting her hand. drop again into its 
place, ſhe inſtantly raiſed the other, and 
kiſſed them, as much as to ſay, My 
delicacy forbids not this,” 


My heart interpreted. the language of 
her's; and, taking the drooping hand in 


mine, Why is this, my amiable Clara, 
precluded 
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precluded from a fimilar honour, if your 
ſatisfaCtion at receiving it is not infe- 
rior? It is as poffible to ſacrifice too 
much to delicacy as too little.” 


% Probably,” ſaid ſhe, deeply fighing ; 
te but, 'till I am acquamted with the 
juſt rules of propriety, it will be beſt to 
err on the right fide. I hope you will 
believe, that I efteem it beyond any 
thing you could poffibly beſtow on me; 
and I ſhould have kiffed it alſo, I be- 
Heve, had I been alone; but ſuch pub- 
lic avowal of affection, her ladyſhip tells 
me, is inconfiſtent with decorum.” 


& Lady Laura and you do not rightly 
comprehend eachother, my angel. After 
having made me happy by ſuch repeated 
proofs of affection, it would argue more 


affectation than delicacy to hide it now, 
unleſs 
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unleſs you really found me fink in- your 
eſteem. There are, certainly, ſome de- 
grees of reſtriftion neceſſary to be ob- 
ſerved in your conduct to the moſt ap- 
proved lover; but ſuch innocent teſti- 
monies of tenderneſs as thoſe of which 
you juſt now. deprived yourſelf, are no 
ways inconfiſtent with the ſtricteſt pro- 
priety.” | 


I perceived ſhe was as embarraſſed 
and as unſettled in her ideas as one 
who has juft embraced a religion, with 
the tenets of which they are utterly un- 
acquainted ; and, in order to draw her 
out of mer reverie, 


« Well, then, my Clara,” exclaimed 
I, laughing, * fince propriety will not 
permit you to kifs me, I muſt thank you 


on your ps, for confeſſing that that 
alone 
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alone deters you; the wiſh is every 
thing to thoſe whoſe affection is blended 
with eſteem. When you are aloge, you 
may revenge yourſelf on my portrait.” 


ture of reſerve and pleaſure; but, though 
ſhe modeſtly withdrewherſelf from my 
arms, it was not difficult to diſcover that 
ſhe feared to mu me by. her coolneſs. 


8 "This little 3 of 1 diſpoſition 
will ſerve to ſhew you how expanſive axe 
her ideas, and how amiable it is likely 
to become when improved by obſerva- 
tion and inſtruction. The command ſhe 
has already attained over her inclina- 
tions will put me out of all fears for the 
future; and, though I happened to be 
the firſt lover that preſented himſelf, I 
ſhall be under no apprehenſions of her 
g eloping 


She received my ſalute with a mix- 
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eloping with her footman. No, no, 
ſpite of all your former pretty alluſions 
of the danger of chuſing an uninformed 
partner, I am not to be frightened from 
the experiment; for, truſt me, Hugh, 

I have found in her a diamond of the 
firſt water, that, when poliſhed by the 
lapidary's art, will outſhine half the 
brilliants of the age. ? 


I ſhall 7 no more to you at preſent; 
you are coming to town, 1 ſuppoſe, and 
it will be neceſſary to leave ſomething to 
ſay. 41 | ps 7987 ln 1 
Yours, . — me. b 


= . we 


C. LuTTRELL -- 


LE T- 
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LET T'£.R. XK" 


Miſs PELnan to Lady LAURA AurRIII. 


Broom Hill. 


[ROM the diſcovery I have juſt 
made, I muſt believe, my Laura, 

that innocence and virtue is the peculiar 
care of Heaven; at leaſt its providence 


has been particularly evinced in the pre- 


ſervation of your Harriot. The vile 
Miſs Seward, and her ſtill viler com- 
panion't what dangers may I not have 
eſcaped from diſcovering their real cha- 
racters | 


This - 
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This is the laſt letter you will receive 
from me addrefſed from hence, Yet, 
whither to direct my ſteps I can at pres» 
| ſent, with no certainty determine. 


But the cauſe of this ſudden determi. 


nation] I gueſs your impatience, and 
will haſten to inform you. 


Finding myſelf in a rambling humour, 
yet diſpoſed to be faut ſew, laſt night, 
after I had drank my tea, I' wandered 
into a little copſe adjoining the farm, 
and amuſed myſelf. in picking ſome 
lilies which grow ſpontaneouſly about 
the wood. I had picked a large quan- 
tity of them, and was fitting down at 
the foot of a tree, with a view of put- 
ting them in a more convenient form 
for conveyance, when I was ſurprized by 
| the 
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the appearance of Mrs. Arden's little 
| boy, UT? in 1 * manner. 


aw 


#- 4 


The child ran up to me with the moſt 
engaging familiarity ; and, ſhewing me 
a little baſket he had been filling, faid 
he was * Ju ns" fit down wy 


T RT, FobSh 0 44a; 


I carefſed'the pretty fellow, and aſked 
him how he came there; but, I ſup- 
poſe,“ (continued I) “ your Mamma is 
not far off, my dear; for ſhe _— 

. pw my wer wort go here alone? þ - 


He wformedl me ſhe was at home; 
but he came out with the aid; Who 
was chatting with ſomebody at the en - 
trance of the wood, and bid him go and 
gather ſome lilies, and ſhe would pre- 

ſently come to him. * But it's a long 
while 
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while before ſhe comes, isn't it, Ma; am 
if ſhe don't come ſoon, ['ll gd home with 
you, ſhall 1? for ſhall be afraid to ſtay 
here by myſelf,” | 


© We will go and ſeek for her, my 
love; is it.a maid your Mamma brought | 
with her from London? 


No; Mamma brought-nobody with 
her but me; we don't live at . 
* 


« You have lived in the country then, 
ever fince you loſt your Papa 72 


* Papa isnt loſt, is he? 1 hope 2 
faw him the day before we came here.? 


Some myſtery, thought 1; this is 
ſurely a widow and no widow; and eu- ; 
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- riofity prompted me to multiply my 
queſtions, | 


% What is your Papa's name, my 
love ?” 


« Hoyle, Ma'am; but Papa did not 
live with us at Hampton.“ 


. Hoyle! Hampton ! repeated I, a 
ſtrange confuſion of ideas ruſhing inſtantly 
on my mind; * what, then, your Mam- 
ma's name is not Arden?“ 


« Yes, it is now; But when we are at 
home its Ekoood ; ſhe would beat me if 
ſhe knew I told you though ; for nobody 
but Miſs Seward knows it; and ſhe 
ſometin.es uſed to come and ſtay with 
us at Hanplon whole weeks together.“ 


Horror 
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Horror chilled my blood, I. could 
hardly attend to any thing more the child 
uttered for ruin ! a nunnery ! or death! 
(nay, perhaps, all three), immediately 
preſented themſelyes $0 m ee 


Wee | 


1 took him by the hand, and, ling | 
him we would go and find his maid, hur- 
ried out of the copſe; the girl was romp- 
ing with the ſon of a neighbouring far- 
mer; to their care I configned him; and, 
haſtening home faſt as my trembling 
limbs could carry me, retired immedi» 
ately to bed, in order to meditate unin- 
terruptedly on this diſtreſſing diſco» 
VELYs 


It was plain that Miſs Seward, by 
ſome means or other, had arrived at the 
real knowledge of my family; and, in 

F'2 her 


Iv» 
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her correſpondence with her infamous 
friend, had tranſmitted the account of it 
(probably, at firſt, unknowing of the ſa- 
tisſaction the intelligence would com- 
municate), and afterwards, for pure re- 
venge, for depriving her of a lover, had 
Joined her in ſome baſe plot Geligned to 
| entrap me into ruin. 1 
But with that intention Elwood bad 
never come to this part of the world; 
my antipathy to her, from the firſt in- 
troduction among us, moſt certainly, 
Laura, was inſtinctive. 


I doubt not but ſome plan is already 

'laid for my deſtruction; in which the 
vile parties have the moſt ſanguine hopes 
of ſucceſs; but on Heaven do I rely for 
tafety,,and under its immediate protec 
tion an hoſt of foes would not avail. 


As 


As ſoon as I have cloſed this, I ſhall * 


| quaint the good people here, that ſome 


unexpected diſpatches from town obliges 
me to leave them to-morrow morning ; 
and beg them not to acquaint our good 
neighbours at the Parſonage that I am 
gone ſo far, but that they expect me to 
return the enſuing day; for, ſhould my 
enemies have a ſuſpicion of my deſign, 
they would probably purſue me. Farce- 
well, my Laura; I have much to do in a 
very. little ſpace of time; muſt, there- 
fore, bid you an hearty adieu, and pre- 
pare for my departure. As ſoon as I 
have found a reſting-place, you ſhall hear 


from me again; but from whence my 


next will be dated Heaven only knows; 
F can oply ſay, that in every ſpot of 
earth, on which my capricious fate may 
throw me (even though on the coaſt of 


F3  CGreenland,, 
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Greenland), the warmeſt friendſhip for 
wy Laura will ever glow in the heart of 


Her affectionate 


Hangior PELHAM. 


03 


FFF | 
LEFT EAN XVI. 


Sir Huch BLranDon to the Hon, 
| CHARLES LUTTRELL. 


Waldron Place. 
TILL chained to this ſpot is my 


mortal part, though my heart, and 


all that appertaineth thereunto, is more 
than 
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than the firſt ſtage on its way to Lon- 
don. | 


We have feigned illneſs 'till the miſ- 


fortune is in reality fallen upon us; and, 
may ſay, with the children, that mock- 


ing is catching; for, the wry faces Sir 
Edward put on a few days fince, to draw 
the Doctor hither, now fit as naturally 


upon him as you can poſfibly imagine; 


and, without ſome immediate aſſiſtance 
can be procured, his part of the drama 


will ſoon” terminate in an eternal exit 


from this theatre of miſery. 


I am quite diſtreſſed in the affair, for- 


he has nobody here but ſervants, and 


they are all ſo mercenary and devoid of 


feeling, that, were it an equal chance 


whether they ſhould get more by his 


life or death, they would ſit down con- 


F. 4 ö tented. 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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rented, and leave him to ſtruggle with 
his diſorder ?rill the dart of the grins 
t rant had decided the victory. 


L have fent for the moſt eminent phy. 
ſician this. part of the world affords ;, far 
as to Dr. Lotegold, he is nat a wit ſu- 
perior in judgment to any old woman in 
the place. 


L find he begins to believe that thert 
is ſomething more than ſuggeſtion in the 
report of his niece being in reality gone 
off with his patient; for the boy who 
drove you the firſt ſtage, not being bleſt 
with the gift of taciturnity, whiſpered 
the matter in his maſter's kitchen, and it 
ſoon reached the ears of Mrs.. Betty ; 
who, angry at his impeachment of her 
ſagacity, no doubt took care inſtantly. to 
tranſmit to him the intelligence; but, as 
the 
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the matter was quite as impoſlible, you 
know; as for a man to run away with 
the monument, his pride will not let him 
acknowledge ſuch an error of judgment; 
for who, after ſuch an affair as this, 
would believe him poſſeſſed of a ſuf- 
ficient ſhare of medical ſkill to know the 
difference between a broken head and a 
broken. heart, a conſumption; or a 
dropſy ? 


He makes himſelf tolerably eaſy re- 
ſpecting ber. loſs; hugging himſelf no 
doubt with the thoughts of quietly poſ- 
ſeſſing her fortune; but hom he has 
ſettled the matter with her ancient lover 
is what I am yet to learn; but, moſt pro- 
bably, leaves to him the ſole care of her 
recovery, as he muſt neceſſarily be the. 
perſon moſt intereſted in it, . | 


F's. As- 


— 
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As. ſoon as there is any favourable | 


change in our friend, I ſhall leave the 


country ;. but ſhould he continue in this 


ate, humanity will forbid my depar- 


ture till his fate is ſettled ; for, as both 
his mother and ſiſter are in the South of 
France, he has no. tender relation to 
ſmooth the bed of ſickneſs, and the at- 


tentioh of a male friend in ſuch a de- 


plorable ſtate is more conſolatory than. 
none: you may continue then to eaſe 
your mind by talking of your pretty 
Clara as often as you pleaſe ; I'am half 
in love with her myſelf. from your de- 
ſeription; for innocence, when it is ac- 


companied by a native goodneſs of heart, 
has charms icrefiſtible,. | 


4 


1 ſincerely +. all obſtacles to your: 
union may be removed by the time you 


with it yourſelf. As to her ſeeing any. 
1 one 
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the world may lead her to prefer, there 
is little fear of it. Lou, who took ſuch 
pains to reſcue her from the worſt of 
fates (a deteſted marriage), and after- 
wards dealt ſo honourably by her in a 
ſit uation few would have had the gene- 
rofity not to have taken advantage of, 
can alone deſerve her, and on a mind fo + 
ſuſceptible as -her's; is a reflection that 
muſt operate more powerfully in your - 
. favour, in proportion as. ideas expand 
themſelves - into knowledge. Nature 
taught her to love you, and experience 
will ſtrengthen her affection; therefore, 
in the end, the ſelf-denial you have had 
the gefterofity to put in practice will be 
beneficial to yourſelf; for the more in- 


timately ſhe becomes acquainted. with « 


mankind, the more truly will ſhe diſ- 
F,6. Cavex 


7 


one, whom a further acquaintance witn 
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cover that there are few capable of — 
exalted notions of honour, | 


As to marrying her 8 the con- 
ſent of her guardian, I ſhould make no 
heſitation about, as the laws of the. land 
will conſtrain, him to give up her fortune 
when ſhe. comes of age, ſhould ſhe not 
before have an inclination to make choice 
of a truſt more. worthy; and your own' 
paternal income is not ſo inconſiderable, 
but, with œconomy, you may live on it 
very well *rill that period arrives. Should 
his Lordſhip neyer be. brought to ſign 
your forgiveneſs for the fin of riva}ſhip, 
the poſſeſſion. of thirty thouſand pounds 
wall leave you na room to regret his diſ- 
pleaſure, as it is doubtleſs an equivalent 
for what he would do for you during his 
life; and, at his death, you muſt ingyita- 
bly OT to his tile, unleſs he is hero 

enough. 
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enough to make another attempt to- 
wards matrimony, with a view to din 
herit you; but I am rather of opinion, 
that one diſappointment will have fuf- 

 ficiently cooled his wiſhes on that head, 
and ſoon force him to acknowledge that 
. is no match for * | 


You was doht in- your- ik, | 
hat I ſhould be happy to hear of Lady 
Laura's avowed averſion to me. If ſhe 
condeſcends to acknowledge in public 
that I am diſagreeable to her, depend on 
it, that, in private, her heart ſubſcribes 
to my merit. Thoſe are the peculiar 
traits of her Ladyſhip's character; and 
the moſt laviſh encomiums could not give 
me half the. ſatisfaction. She beſtowa 
her praiſes on thoſe who are indifferent 
to her; but, to him who is not, ſhe is 
more ſparing, that, when inclined co be 
5 . generous,... 
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generous, ſhe may unite them with the 
rich. 32 of her alfeCtions. | 


' The refized: arts of coquetry, where 
the heart is good, are no diſadvantage to 
the charms of a fine woman. A pretty 
miſs, who languiſhes out her life in ſo- 
litude, and has bur one or two lovers at 
a time, may, with far leſs. degree of 
impropriety, haſten the important queſ- 
tion by little advances and encouraging 
ſmiles; but thoſe who live in the gay 
world, and are ſurrounded by admirers, . 

have no occaſion to precipitate their fate 
by ſuch humiliating: ſubmiſſions, but 

ſhould wait patiently till they have dif- 

covered the worth of a favourite object, 
by their general conduct to others more 

than to themſelves; for, after having a 
once approved, it is difficult for a ge-- 


nerous s mind to reject. Tis, therefore, 
belt. 
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beſt to diſguiſe the feelings *till they 
may, with propriety, be indulged. 


But theſe, Charles, are maxims con- 
fiſtent only with ſuch as know man- 
kind to be often very different to what 
appearances beſpeak them, In thoſe - 
who believe every thing to be literally 
ſuch as it appears to be, the heart alone 
muſt dictate, and experience convince. 


Enough in all conſcience for the pte-- 
ent, you'll ſay. * Adieu done ue, a une 
W r ann Ne 


ob Y 


| 1 


* 


— 
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OT M OSV 
Miſs PE:Lyam to Eady. LAURA ANTRIN- 


1 . 
- 4 5 


”  Fhe Convent de * * St Omer 


Y this time, my dear Laura, there 
is no doubt but you think me 
Mort et enſeveli, preſque. le meme, a8 you 
may ſee by the date of this; but do not 
alarm yourſelf; for, aſter all, a convent - 
is no ſuch diſagreeable alternative, if 
flown to as a place of refuge, inſtead of 
being precipitated within its walls in an. 
unnatural manner. | 
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After I wrote my laſt, I deliberated 
within myſelf what was beſt to he done 
im ſuch a diſtreſſing dilemma ; and, after 
pondering for above an hour, without 
the power of adopting any particular re- 
ſolution, I bethought me of becoming a 
boarder in a convent, as a ſituation quite 
as conſiſtent with the ſtate of my finances 

as the preſent one; beſides being more 
likely to ſhelter me from the purſuit of 
my enemies. than any other I could fix 
on; and what, above all, recommended 
it to my choice, was, that, in a future 
day, it would help to corroborate what 
my ſiſter had before given out relative to 


my being gone abroad. 


With me no ſooner . 
Limmediately went down to Mrs. Grovebys 
told her of | an. abſolute: neceſſity for 


leaving her, as my beſt, friend was. at 
the 


tances admitted not of ſuch ſatisfaction, 
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the point of death (ſuch innocent de- 
ceptzon I hope Heaven does not account 
criminal), and then ſet about the ne- 
ceflary preparations for my departure. 


All was in readineſs by the evening, 


Which I paſſed with the honeſt farmer 


and his wife; and it was with the ut- 
moſt reluctance : that the former, after 
Tupper, ſet out to the neighbouring 
town, to order a chaiſe to come for me 
at the dawn of day. 


T longed to take leave of the amiable 
Sumners, from whom, as well as the 
worthy couple, Mr. and Mrs. Stanly, 
I had received innumerable civilities, 


and my retirement from their agreeable 


ſociety had been rendered far leſs irk- 
ſome, but the nature of the circum- 


as 
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us Bell Seward was a reſident in the fa- 
mily, and would, by that means, have 
furniſhed her vile companion with arms 
againſt me, * 
I retired early to bed, but not to reſt; 
the mind was ſtill active, though the 
body inclined to repoſe; and, long be- 
fore the time fixed for the arrival of the 
chaiſe, 1 was up and reſt. 22185 
een 
As T had an me abe bse my 
hands, I ſtole down ſtairs into the gat - 
den, to take a laſt farewel of my favourite 
arbour; but was aſtoniſhed, on paſſing 
the kitchen door, to fee Mrs. Groveby 
up, and buſted in ' ſome culinary Pre- 
F. 


1 walked in, Fr aſked K by ſhe 
tle ſo ear). 


« Lack-a day! 
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„Lack- a- day! I have not been a- bed, 
Miſs! and, if I had, I am fare E cauld 
not have flept to think that you are 
going to leave us; every where will be 


ſo melancholy now, that I ſhall leave the 
houſe.” | 


. I hope not, Mrs, Groveby ; beſides, 
perhaps it may be in my power to re- 
commend you another boarder that will 
make up my lIoſs; and, I'm ſure, it will 
always be a PRs. to me to ſerve 
vou. . 


© dare fay it would, Miſs ; but you 
could never recommend us one that 
would be ſo affable, and give us ſo little 
trouble, as yourſelf. I ſhould rather you 
ſaid, if we got nothing by you, than 
.the moſt advantageous boarder that you 
could paſſibly recommend ; for, it is 

not 
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not x r that always makes people 


Tire x Gh 1 4% Sell ot 


of,” replied I, with A ſigh ; << nor would 
I leave you at preſent could I help it; 
for I am very ſenfible of your . endea- 


yours to render your houſe agreeable to 


But, what are yG doing there, 
| a good n n 


Making a diſh of chocYate for you, 


before you Tet out; and 1 
| baking a cake upon the heath for you 
to take with you; tis but a homely one, 
but'l know you are fo affable you'll con- 


deſcend to eat it, for the ſake ye the 
maker. 


« Ay, that 1 will; and ſhall ever re- 
member your kindneſs with ſatisfaction; 
which, 
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which, in a future day, I ſhall, perbaps, 
be better able to convince you of. There 
are ſtrange changes ſometimes happen 
in a little time, Mrs. Groveby. We may 
meet again, and our pretty Clara too. 


1 0, dear me! now you. ſpeak of 
her, one of the doctor's tenants told my 
Willam ſome ſfrange ſtory, yeſterday, 
about her running away with ſomebody. 
I think there can be nothing in't, ſure ; 
for ſhe was almoſt as innocent as a baby, 
and never did no harm in her life.” 


Nor ever will, Pl anſwer for her; 
but I muſt ſtep into the garden, and 
will be with you again inſtantly ; for 
my watch tells me it is near the hour in 
which the chaiſe was ordered to be 
here.“ 


I took 
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I took a farewel walk through every 
blooming path; and, ſhedding a few 
tributary tears to- the remembrance of 
the amuſement they had often afforded 
me, returned again to Mrs, Groveby, 
who had, by this time, called up her 
huſband, to ſhare with her the * 
tion of bidding me adieu. 


The chaiſe foon nk at the gate, 
I ſwallowed down a couple of cups of 
chocdlate, My baggage was conveni- 
ently placed in the vehicle; the cake, a 
bottle of wine, and a glaſs, carefully 
packed in a neat little baſket, and every 
preparatory bufineſs adjuſted, without 
either of us articulating a — ſy l 
lable. 


At length words found their paſſage. 
I kiſſed Dame Groveby, ſhook hands 
| with 
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with her honeſt helpmate, and, taking 3 


the little baſket in my hand, as I Kept 
into the mad 00 


* „This, * aid d, « ſhall be ſaered to 
n remembrance when its contents are 
no more; and, ſhould you ever ſee it 
again, it ſhall contain ſomething more 


worthy your ae than any gift 
now within. my power.“ ä 


And ſo it ſhall, 3 and, till that 


time arrives, though I was to undevtake 


a pilgrimage to Meſopotamia, or Jeruſa- 
lem, it ſhould be my ſcrip; for, ſuch a 
ſimple teſtimony · of friendſhip is to me 
equally valuable as the moſt coſtly pre- 
ſent. A grateful heart looks not to the 
value of a gift, but to the good will of 
the giver; and, though proviſions were 


F * on the road, I will conteſs, that 


a ſlice 
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a flice of cake from my baſket, and a 


glaſs of wine from my bottle, refreſhed 
me more than all the delicacies that 
could poſſibly have been offered. 


I purſued my journey with all poſ- 


ſible expedition; and, when I reached 


Dover, the wind fortunately ſetting fair, 
I embarked immediately in the packet- 
boat for Calais; and, luckily meeting 
with ſome Engliſh ladies at Monſieur 
Deſſeiri's, who were going to fetch home 
a younger ſiſter, who had been ſome 


years in this conyent for education, 


there needed but few intreaties to pre- 
vail on me to join their party; and 1 
had the happineſs, through their means, 


to procure an introduction without any 
difficulty. | 


Vol. IL G Is 
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In regard to her boarders, our good 
lady abbeſs is no ways ſcrupulous ; ſo 
they can advance the penſion required, 
it is ſuſſicient to gain them a favourable 
reception ; but, were they angels, de- 
void of that ability, ſhe would withhold 
her ſmiles, 


As yet I have formed no acquaintance 
with any of the boarders; ties, which the 
conſpicuouſneſs of my fate renders lia- 
ble to be fo ſoon diflolved, are hardly 
. worth formation; for to make new 
friends is only to heap up future ſor- 
rows, and furniſh a large field for regret. 
T have a neat little apartment allotted . 
me, replete with every convenience ; and, 
for ornament, I am decorating it with 
the beſt reſemblances which my pencil, 
aided by memory, will produce, of thoſe 
friends moſt dear to me; Laura, Caro- 
| line, 
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line, and Clara, have already filled an eli- 
gible ſpace over my toilet; and that of 
a certain male favourite, in a trio, with 
thoſe of the agreeable Sumnert, will pro- 
bably ſoon grace another fide of my 
room, in a conſpicuous corner of which 
hangs my little baſket, as faithful a re- 
membrancer of its owner's friendſhip ag 
any I could exhibit, and ſpeaks as pow- 
erfully. their ſincerity as the moſt elo - 
quent expreſſions, | 


We are all here perfectly at our eaſe 
in regard to our religious principles ; 
no eompulſive or even perſuaſive argu- 
ments are made uſe of to ſhake our 
faith, a circumſtance which very much 
pleaſes me; for, though convinced no- 
thing would weaken mine, it muſt be 
very painful to the mind to be conti - 
Ga bur 
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nually teazed with ſolicitations to act 
contrary to one's ſettled opinion. 


The Nuns exhibit a moſt gloomy ap- 
pearance; a habit the moſt unfavoura- 
ble to beauty that can poſſibly be con- 
_ ceived; but, when once profeſſed, I ſup- 
Poſe, their whole thoughts are employed 
on inward adornments ; for they hardly 
deign to caſt a glance on us who have 
not put off the robe of folly, but ſeem 
entirely immerſed" in heavenly contem- 
Plations. | 


I have not yet been preſent at the ce- 

remony of taking the veil; but muſt 
own, have much curiofity to ſee with 
what degree of compoſure a beautiful 
young woman can renounce the pomps 
and vanities of the world, and embrace 


a life of auſterity and ſelf-denial. I am 
of 
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of opinion, that few of thoſe ſacrifices 
are voluntary, unleſs they have been pre · 
ceded by ſuch an overbearing tide of 
calamity, that it has deadened the foul 
to every ſenſe of worldly enjoyment, and 
that there can be no ſacrifice in the caſe; 
for what degree of fortitude does it re- 
quire to renounce that we are incapable 
of enjoying? Some of the good ſiſters 
aver, that the greater number of their 
profeſſed are thoſe, who, in the midſt 
of a life of gaiety and ſplendour, find 
themſelves inſpired with a ſecret longing 
after heavenly pleaſures, and devote their 
youth to their Creator with equal ar- 
dour as thoſe whom a long ſeries of miſ- 
fortunes has taught to expect their 
happineſs from no earthly ſource; but 
I am perſuaded, were we to trace the ſe- 
.cret windings of the heart, few of thoſe 
who have embraced the auſterities of 'a 

6 3 monaſtie 
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monaſtic hfe, would be found to poſlefs 
thoſe heavenly emanations, unleſs they 
have been educated in the ſuperſtition 
of their religion, and propoſed to be the 
victims of it from infancy. 


A mind endowed with reaſon, even 
though unmatured by obſervation and 
experience, can never be weak enough 
to believe, that ſuch ſacrifices are re- 
quired by that beneficent God who has 
beſtowed on us every ſource of felicity ; 
for why beſtowed he them but with a view 
to our happineſs? We are commanded 
not to plunder or to court the poffeſ- 
fiotis of another; but we are not forbid 
the virtuous enjoyment of our own; on 
the contrary, it is the expreſs commands 
of Heaven, that we ſhould teſtify out gra- 
titude and ſenfibility of its indulgencies 
by doing all the good we can; a power 

> which, 
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which every one, who enters on a con- 
ventual life, immediately refigns, and 
with it every worthy purpoſe for which 
they were created. The wealth that 
would render thouſands happy, if pro- 
perly applied, is given to enrich an eſ- 
rabliſhment, the utility of which it re- 
quires more judgment than I am miſtreſs 
of to diſcern; and, if we may rely on 

the dictates of reaſon, and the works of 
authors who have been well received, 

the offering, inſtead of being accepta- 
ble, muſt be offenſtve to Him who has 
. commanded us not to“ put our tight 
under a biiſhel, but ler it fo thine before 
men that they may fee our good works, 


and glorify our Father which * in 
Heaven.“ 


1 ſup __ you have obſerved in the 
Poe! that many of. theſe religious foun- 
88 G 4 dations 


* 
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dations are lately aboliſhed, - and: their 
treaſures appropriated to more uſeful 
purpoſes? If every body was of my 
opinion, its a reformation none would 
regret; for, was I regent of a kingdom, 
I would ſuffer. none to be eſtabliſhed in 
my dominiens, but ſuch as were founded 
en a charitable plan, or intended merely 


as ſeminaries of education for youthful 


ſubjects, 


Of the former there might be two 
different orders; one for the reception 
of thoſe unfortunates who have, through 
misfortunes, been reduced to penury, 


and, weaned by adverfity from the 


pleaſures of this mundane ſtate, gladly 
embrace an aſylum in which they have 
leiſure to reſt from its fatigues, and pre- 
pare for: the glories of the next. An- 
r on che ſame plan as that of our 
TN 
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Magdalen, that thoſe who had heedleſsly 
ſwerved from the paths of virtue, might 
not, through neceſſity, be compelled to 
perſevere in the guilty road. Both theſe 
inſtitutions would be laudable; and thoſe 
who were piouſly and charitably in- 
clined could not more worthily employ 
their ſuperfluons wealth than in contri- 
| buting generouſly to their ſupport ; but 
the good and happy ought not to with- 
draw themſelves from ſociety, as ſuch 
only can be beneficial to it. If inſpired 
with the love of retirement, let them 
ſeek it far from the buſtle of a city, but 
not in total ſecluſion; they may, with- 
out offence to the all-gracious giver, en» 
joy the good things of this life, yet loſe 
not fight of thoſe in that which is to 
come. True piety confiſts not in ſtripes. 
and faſtings, but in grateful! acknow- 
"FE to Heaven for the bleſſings 


G; we 
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we already enjoy; and a ſteady perſe- 
vetance in thoſe virtues which are moſt 
likely to enſure to us the continuance of 
them. h 


44 The bleſſings its free bounty gives 
Let us not caſt away; 

For God is paid when man receives, 
T” enjoy is to obey,” 


After this confeſſion of my creed, your 
will be under no apprehenſions, my 
Laura, that I ſhould become a bigot to 
2 religious tenets of the country I am. 
in; indeed you need not; for though 
my wayward fate ſhould throw me 
among every ſect of people the wide 
world produces, my principles, I'm con- 
vinced, would remain immoveable. 


1 ſhall, with infigite anxiety, await the 
arrival of the mail: it appears to me an 


age 
2 
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age ſince I had the ſatisfaction of a let- 
ter; how impatiently will that happi- 
neſs be anticipated by her who longs ſtill 
more to afſure you perſonally, how truly 
ineſtimable is your friendſhip to the 

heart of, 


Your fugitive, 


HARRIOT PELHAM» 


i 391 
4449: ( 
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L. E T T E R XVIII. 


Hon. Cranes LUTTRELL to Sir 
Hoon BAN DON. 


Saville Rows. 

UCH a hiſtory have I to relate (as 

the ladies. ſay), that I hardly know 
where to begin firſt; but let me begin 
where Iwill (like matrimony) to you, 
J am ſure it will end in amazement; for: 
J am ſo aſtoniſhed myſelf at the wonder 
ful change a few ſhort days have pro- 
duced, that I cannot be miſtaken in ſug- 
geſting, that it will have * effect on 


n. 


TWo 
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Two or three evenings ago, as I was 
returning from the Haymarket, in croſs 
ing a bye ſtreet that leads to Saville Row, 
I was alarmed by ſtifled ſounds of dif- 
treſs ; and, without confidering the ine- 
quality of one unarmed man againſt a: 
band of robbers, ran haſtily up a paſ- 
ſage, from whence the cries ſeemed 
to proceed, calling at the ſame time 
loudly on the names of thoſe who were 
too far off to hear me; the deception 
anſwering the purpoſe for which it was: 
defigned, and the villains, believing they 
were going to be overpowered by mul- 
titudes, ran off through a private avenue, 
giving (as they flattered themſelves) a 
mortal ſtab to their unhappy victim, 
who lay bound and gagged upon the 
ground, his face blinded with a hand- 
kerchief that he might not know them. 


From 
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From the exclamations they uttered 


as they went off, I doubted not but all 


human aſffiſtance would be vam, and 


that they had (as they faid) literally 


done for him; but, on approaching 


nearer, I found the knife, with which 


they intended ſtabbing him, tuck only 
through his cloaths, the point termi- 
nating in the ground; but fright had ſo 
totally overpowered him, that it was 
ſome minutes before I could tell if he 
had received no other injury. 


Judge my ſurprize, on the ſtranger 
recovering his ſpeech (for the dark- 
neſs of the night, added to the muffled 
condition he was in, prevented me from 
knowing him before), to diſcover that 
x was my uncle! 


As 


THE DU ED UARDT AN. 746 


As ſoon as I had taken the handker- 
chief from off his face, and unbound his 
hands, he acquainted me, as well as his 
fright would permit him, that, in coming 
from Almatk's, he had been ſet on by three 
deſperate villains, to whom refiflance 
would have been vain; that they dragged 
him up the paſſage, where, after threaten- 
ing to murder him if he did not ſwear not 
to appear againſt them, ſhould they be 
taken, they baſely bound him as I ſaw, 
and then robbed him of every thing va- 
luable about him. | 


I ſtaid not to hear more (fearing they 

might ſtill be on the watch, and return 
before we could teach a place of ſafety); 
but, dragging rather than leading him, 
for fear had quite deprived 'him of 
| ſtrength to walk, I conveyed him into 
the ſtreet, and, the watchman' happen- 


ne 
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ing to be going his rounds, with his a& 
| fiſtance ſoon got him to a coach. 


The old gentleman was very thankful 
to providence for its timely interpofition 
in ſending me thus fortunately to his re- 
lief; and, awakened to a ſenſe of re- 
ligion, by being on the precipice of eter- 
nity, offered up more pious ejaculations 
to Heaven than he had been known to 

do theſe fifty years. 


Lady Laura was out when we arrived 
at home, and he would not permit me 
to leave him that night; but, by my 
perſuaſions, after drinking a glaſs or two 
of mulled wine, retired to his apart- 
ment, which I did not leave *till 1 ſaw 
him ſafe wrapt in the arms of Somnus. 


6 About 
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About one her ladyſhip eame home. 
She ſeemed affected to hear of his miſ- 
fortune; for the is poſſeſſed of the moſt 
ſympathetic heart: but, on my relating 
to her how pioufly he returned thanks to 
Heaven for his eſcape, ſhe laughed moſt 
heartily, I wonder, faid the, in 
the minute of danger, which affected 
him moſt, the thoughts of death, or 
fears of loſing his promiſed happinefs in 
the recovery of his pretty runaway ? I 
think, Charles, we might turn this ac- 
cident to your advantage; for, with the 
aſſiſtance of a phyfician, we may eafily 
_ perſuade him his life is in endangered 
from the fright ; and, when he believes 
himſelf ſo near his diſſolution, there is 
no doubt but he will comply with any - 
thing that will contribute to your * 


panels.” 


Not 


*- 
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Not for the world,” replied I. 
Imaginary danger is ſometimes as fatal 
as the reality. T here is no knowing ; 
what effect ever ſuch an innocent-meant 
fcheme might have upon. his mind. I 
ſhould never forgive myſelf, if, for the 
fake of any ſelfiſh gratification, I preci- 
pitated his death.” 


4e Right,” ſaid Lady Laura; © You 
have the advantage of me; I gid not 
conſider that: but, I think, nevertheleſs, 
you might improve the opportunity by 
_ forme means in your favour; for his pre- 
ſent ſenſe of (gratitude, for the fervice 
you have done him, will deprive him of 
the power of a refuſal ; but, if you wait 
till he has perfectly recovered his fright, 
he may be leſs grateful. The time to 
repay a benefit is while it is recent on 
the memory.” 


The 
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The hint was not amiſs, and I deter- 
mined to embrace the firſt opportunity 
of putting her advice in practice; but L 
could adopt no regular plan oſ proceed- 
ing in the buſineſs, nor ſhould have been 
able to have done, had not the ſubject 
next my heart been firſt introduced by 
himſelf. 


In the morning he ſent for me before 
he was up, and begged would breakfaſt 
with him in his room. 


« have been thinking; Charles,” 
faid he (as ſoon as the ſervant was with“ 


drawn), “ that I cannot do you too eſ- 


ſential a piece of ſervice for that you laſt 
night rendered me; therefore, if your 
heart has formed any particular wiſh, 
fpeak, boy, and depend on the accom- 
Pliſhment of it. It is true, you win 

have 
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have every thing at my death; but one 
live friend is better than ten dead ones 
befides, it is ſometimes tedious waiting 
for dead men's ſhoes. Your preſent in- 
come is moderate; and economy, 1 
know, is little adapted to a young fel- 
low of your ſpirit, It may, perhaps, 
alſo, be an impediment to your eſtabliſh- 
ment in life: it may withhold you from 
ſpeaking your wiſhes where they moſt 
are centered, If it is ſo, fear not to 
confeſs it; for, to half my income, nay, 
two thirds, if wanted, will I promote 
your happinefs. I had, indeed, ſome 
thoughts of marrying myſelf, but a re- 
cent diſappointment, added to laſt night's 
accident, has brought me to a juſt ſenfe 
of the folly, I might have theirs, it's 
true; but, who could enſure them to be 
of my own begetting ? The moſt inno- 
cent are able to deceive, I will, there- 

| fore, 
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fore, have none of them, but leave 
matrimony to thoſe who have more 
chance of happineſs from equality of 
years, What think you of my ward, 
Lady Laura? a fine girl, and a fine 
fortune.” - 


« Both, my Lord, are more than 
equal to the moſt ambitious. wiſhes I 
could form; but it is not. always the 
merit we are moſt ſenſible of that makes 
the tendereſt impreſſion on our hearts. 
Lady Laura has a friend, who (fince 
you command me to be candid) has 
taught mine to love. Her fortune is not 
inferior to her Ladyſhip's ; but it is in 
the hands of a guardian, who ſpares no 
pains to defraud her of it; and my in- 
come, without that addition, would be 
inſufficient to enable me to ſupport her 
as I could wiſh, and ſhe deſerves; be- 

| lides, 
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ſides, in all probability, my alliance 
would be refuſed; but your friendſhip 
and influence might do much.? 


A friend of Lady Laura's! what, 
the little timid puſs that was fo alarmed 
at the fight of me in the gallery. I 
thought, indeed, you enquired after her 
as if you was ſomething intereſted in the 
queſtion. But, is ſhe a girl of fortune, 
Charles ?Y 


“ Thirty thouſand pounds, my Lord, 
with intereſt accumulated. Her guardian 
is a good ceconomiſt, and can make a 
penny go as far as a pound, eſpecially 
when he means himſelf to be a gainer.“ 


| «© Why, he doesn't mean to cheat the 
girl, ſure? We'll ſoon ſhew him his 
muſtake, Depend on my aſſiſtance, boy: 
by 7 ws FREY cl 
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Fit make him ſuch offers he ſhall not 
dare to reſiſt, and, if he does, let him 
take the conſequence. - There is law for 
diſhoneſt guardians, as well as other 
rogues, My word is my bond, you 
know ; therefore, be at once ingenuous, 
and tell me who he is.“ 


Of my uncle's veracity J had not the 
leaſt doubt; for I never in my life knew 
him once forfeit his word: but yet 1 
dreaded leſt I ſhould imprecate his 
wrath when I came to mention the / name 

of Dr. Lovegold; but, on a ſecond re- 
flection, it was unknowingly that T ri- 
valled him, and therefore he ought not to 
reſent it of me more than any one elſe. 
Could he blame me for having eyes as 
well as himſelf? or, Clara, for having 
diſcernment enough to diſcover which 
was the propereſt match for her? I in- 
4 ſtantly” 
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ſtantly ſummed up reſolution, and told | 
kim the guardian of the young lady was 
a phyſician at R...- 


| He appeared eee but im- , 
mediately aſked me, if I knew ſhe had 

lately eloped with none knew who? Be- 

Lides, it was all a miſtake her being a 

girl of fortune; for, to his certain 
knowledge, ſhe had none; © but you do 

not ſpeak intelligibly,” continued he. 

4 I thought the young lady, on whom 
vou had fixed your heart, was the ſame 

I had ſeen here; and Dr. Lovegold's 
niece is as different as light and dark - 
neſs.” a 2 ; 


4 - «© He may have more nieces than one, 
i! Sir; but the young lady I allude to, and 


4 her you ſaw here, are noother than Miſs 
Clara Aubry, an heireſs to thirty thou- | 
by ſand 
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ſand pounds, and ſo fincerely attached to 
your unworthy nephew, that ſhe would 
beſtow on me her hand this moment, 
had I not more honour than to take ad 
vantage of her affection under the pre 
ſent circumſtances.“ 


of Finely chouſed, by G—4! and that . 


gipſey Lady Laura has helped to carry 
on the plot againſt me! However, as [ 
ſaid before, my word's my bond ; but, 
retire for the preſent, and let me endea- 
vour to recover myſelf. When I can ſee 
you with greater degree of temper-I'll 
ſend for you again; but, as yet, I can- 
not think of this ſtrange affair with pa- 
tience. Clara Aubry, and the young 
lady I ſaw here, one and the fame! 
impoſſible !” 


Yor. IL H let 
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1 leit Him to reconcile choſe impoſ- 
ibilities as he thought proper, and went 
down to chat with Lady Laura on what 
had paſſed. She was quite pleaſed that 


| matters had come to a denouement, and 
| flattered herſelf much with the expec- 
tation of a pleaſing cataſtrophe, 


x In about a couple of hours he ſent for 
me again; he was up, and met me at 
the door of his dreſſing- room. 6 


e The conflict is over, Charles,” ſaid 
he, © come, fit-down, and tell me all the 
particulars of this robbery : I ſhall prove 
a lenient judge; for, now I have con- 
fidered the affair in a ſerious light, there 
is nothing more poſſible, than that na- 
ture ſhould teach a girl of fifteen to pre- 
fer ſuch a ſtout hale young fellow as 
yourſelf to an old one (ſurveying his 

a legs 
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legs with a ſmile), that has hardly a pair 
of ſpindles to go upon; but, though it 
is not difficult to imagine the progreſs 
ſuch a favourable contraſt enabled you 
to make in her affections; it is myſte- 
rious to me to think how your intrigue 
was conducted; beſides, I have been 
credibly informed, that ſhe certainly 
eloped with a young fellow in the laſt 
ſtage of a deeline: was it ſome friend of 
yours who r 3 her to you as a 


legacy?“ 


& All a pets Sir, to deceive her guar- 
dian: you ſee before you the ſame dy- 
ing youth who committed the theft; 
and, thanks to the Doctor's want of, kill, 


the deception very well paſſed.” As 
his lordſhip appeared to be perfectly re- 
conciled to his loſs, I then related the 


whole affair juſt as it occurred; and, 
H 2 though”. 
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though a principal character in the per- 
formance, he laughed heartily at ſome 
part of the repreſentation; and as 
heartily execrated her uncle for his 
treachery in endeavouring to get rid of . 
her without a fortune. THe 


He . on che whole, well 
. pleaſed with the generous mode of con- 
duct I had adopted towards her; and, 
as a proof that his forgivencſs was ſin- 
cere, ſaid he would write immediately 
to the Doctor, acquainting him, that his 
niece was found; and his preſence was 
neceſſary in town, to conſider on the 
mode of puniſhment beſt adapted to her 
error. | Sew fs + 


„ When he arrives,” continued he, 
ce we'll at once let him into the ſecret; 
and, ſooner than have his character, as n 

| phy ** 
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phyſician, ruined among his patients, or 
his honeſty ſuſpected as a guardian, there 
is no doubt but he'll immediately con- 
ſent to her diſpoſing of herſelf and for- 
tune in the manner moſt conducive to 
her own happineſs ;; and, ſhould he re- 
fuſe, we'll ſoon od a u, to extort 
2 compliance,” 


It was a plan I could not poſſibly dif 
approve ; and, by his defire, Lady Laura 
went in the afternoon to fetch my ſweet 
girl from Nenſington; for, determined not 
to be generous by halves, he inſiſted that 
ſhe ſhould immediately become one of 
the family; for, after ſuch proofs of ſelf- 
denial as I had diſplayed, he told me 
(ſmiling) that there was no danger of 
truſting us under the ſame roof. 


Hs * 
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foffer us to introduce heyy but, had you 
ſeen the bluſhing timidity with which 
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It is impoſſible” to expreſs the agita- 
tion into which ſhe was thrown, at the 
thought of appearing” before my uncle; 
nor could all our arguments, for ſome 
time, bring her to compofure, *rilF the 
had the ſtrongeſt aſſurances from both, 
that no violence Would be done her in- 
elinations; but, on the contrary, he was 
now become our beſt and moſt Senlous 


n 


* 


Theße, at FORO vided on 13 


me entered the drawing · room, leaning 
on the arm of Lady Laura, moſt ſineeroly 


ere e her. EC 


| ! Qt] Tits 1) 
His Lorup derade ber embahreß 
ment, and very conſiderately aroſe to meet 
Ker; and, giving ker an affectionate ſa- 


lute, 
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tute, begged that - henceforth. ſhe would 
look upon him as her friend; © in that 
character,“ faid he, I ſhall perhaps, my 
dear Clara, be more acceptable than 
that I have hitherto appeared in: and 
here is one (preſenting her to me) far 
better able to ſupport it; to him, there- 
fore, TI reſign all pretenſions to your love; 
but, remember, I ſhall claim a large 
ſhare of your eſteem; and by my future 
conduct ſhall, I hope, put it out of the 
power of this ungracious boy to rob me 
of that alſo? But you do not ſpeak, my 
child! do you doubt my ſincerity? or, 
bn the 8 as to * * 


| „Neither, Sir, (at 23 roplid 

the), but gratitude, ſurprize, and joy, 
almoſt: deprive. me of the powers of 
:Fpeech. I could not have helped loy- 
ing Mt. Laitrcll, :+had; I tried ever 
2719 _— ſo; 
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fo; and now you have given me leave to 


love him, it makes me ſo happy, I know 
not how to expreſs my ſatisfaction; if 
my uncle was but as good, now all my 


e en | 


6 IF that vin terminate them, they 


mall not long exiſt, my lovely girl, if 
my influence can prevail; but, ſhould 
he prove refractory, do not fret your- 
ſelf; for, if you loſe one uncle, you 


know you will have gained another, and 
fo the matter is but as it was; it is no- 


thing more than a change in the tniniſ- 
txy at the moſt; and many changes of a 


fEmilar nature have been attended with 
more diſagreeable conſequences to the 


prineipal parties concerned, than this is 
_ Hkely to be; if the Doctor ſubſcribes to 
- our terms, all the better; if he don't 
chuſe it, the matter reſts; but, as it is, 
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one aye. more or leſs cannot ſpoil the 
cauſe, ſince we RAVE the MEET on our 
nde.“ | 


XE 


His good humour, and affeQionate 
behaviour, . ſoon diſſipated all remaining 
ſymptoms of doubt and timidity : the 
dear girl converſed with her wonted free- 
dom, and her improvement was obſerved 
by him with the fincereſt pleaſure. 


How happy does one ſelf-approving” 
action make us I am perſuaded that 
my uncle never experienced half the 
ſatisfaction in his life as he did that even- 
ing ! nor would have ſacrificed it for the 
reluctant poſſeſſion of all the pretty girla 
in Englazd!' He' made Clara relate in- 
genuouſly the innocent progreſs of her 
paffion; and, .when.. ſhe came to that 


| Part where. the aſſigns his being ſo old 
Hg, and: 


— — 
— 2 
WO 


have prevented my being ſuſceptible of 
. the 
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and fo croſs as a reaſon for not foving - 
kim, he laughed moſt heartily, and ap- 
plauded her diſcernment ; affirming at 
the ſame time, that N ature was the beſt 
tutor in the world; for, though deprived 
of every opportunity of improvement, it 
would, at any time, furniſh a young lady 
with weapons to match a IN 44 
vent, or 4 ESE ones guardian. 


wn never,” faid he, “till now TT 


eld my folly in its proper fight? had 


fortune not happened tb have favoured 
me, Charles, by throwing you in Miſs 
Aubry way before my marriage with her 
had been concluded on, what would 
have been- the conſequence id 


— 


ai 


« Why, faith, Sir, bees tel; bos 
even the dignizy of my aunt could not 
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the warmeſt paſſion for her: nor do 1 
think even ſuch a tie would have pre- 
vented the e- N A e 
2 | WERE a 1 7 


* | & 


« Shall I cell you,: Sir, on n 
have been the conſequence ??* (ſays the 
lively Lady Laura): © Neither more nor 
teſs than that they would both have 
wiſhed you fairly in your grave; for it 
is but natural we ſhould wiſh for the re- 
moval of all ſtumbling blocks to our 
happineſs, even though that flumbling 
block thould happen to be an huſbhand 
dut, as it is, they will both ever feel for 
you the moſt grateful affection; and 
your ſatisfaction at having promoted 
their felicity will doubly increaſe your 
own. Inftead of becomiig a ſubject of 
general ridicule, by ſuch an unequal al- 
nen, at a time of life when ſilver hairs 
Au: 1 are 
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are expected to denote wiſdom, the ge- 
neroſity of your conduct will gain you 
univerſal eſteem, and your downward 
path of life will be ſtrewed with roſes. 
Nothing is ſo reſpectable as old age, if 
accompanied, with. wiſdom; nor can any 
thing be ſo diſguſting, if tinctured with 
 Fouthful folly. . I proteſt, Tam ſo in 
love with you. for your parental tender- 
neſs to theſe amiable young people, that 
Þcovld almoſt find in my heart to re- 
ward you, by hecaming their aunt my - 
felf, if. it was. not that I have too much 
reſpedt for you to be a means of your 
| een, * ridicule eee 


«Saucy girl but I: forgive you, as. 
Lam convinced all you ſay-is well meant. 


 We./muſt/ find her a-liuſband, too, 
Charles, or ſhe will grow above our 
= hands: but. moſt. probably ſhe. has, by 
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this time, made choice of one —— 
| felf.” 0 1 233 In 77) A 


Her ladyſhip. 1 bluſhed, Pes nate 
confirmed or contradicted the ſuggeſtion. 
T eannot tell whether a tranſient thought 
of Sir Hugh Blandon blended itſelf with 
the idea; but, I am of opinion, it is the 
only name for which ſhe would very wile 
lingly b CO En 12 7 


Butz. truſk ! Þ bed seemed 00 be 
Glene on the ſubject; for nothing is more 
ſtupid than a buſineſs of that nature being 
tranſacted : by proxies. ' I ſhalb ſay no- 
more; when you come among us, you 

may * nen * * 2M 


This evening my due 0 to accoms- 
pany her Ladyſhip to Mrs Hays. We 
mean, by moderate degrees, to intro 


r irn neun GUARDIAN. 
duce: her into life, before I am made 
happy with her hand; for, as the. firſt 
entrance into faſhionable circles gene- 
Tally render giddy the head of a young 
perſon who has been bred in retirement, 
I ſhould wiſh the novelty to ceaſe before 
J call her mine; as even the love of 
pleaſure is a rival I ſhould-pot wiſh to be 
neglected for: and I am under no ap- 
prehenſions of Lady Laurg's introducing 
Miſs Aubry into any acquaintance ſhe 
may-not, with emden cultivate __ 
* fed 21171 eil Jo ede 

ot irediden ales evo ified: "i 
heart againſt the various attractions the 
will meet with among the male part of 
the creation. You have as yet, my 
dear Clara,“ (ſaid I) “ feen 100 little of 
man kind, to know the ſtrength of your 
aſſectionsa. A further agguaintance with 


—— 
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the world may prove t6you; that there 
are other objects as capable of inſpiring 
them as Charles Luttrell; but you will 
neber find ay be! loves you tn6fe fin- 


terely,”! 11591 10 ” 03 in no Bei "_ 
8 201 ai CL L350 01 


cc If n u ee ut jet me 
go? Do you with me to love any ons 
better than ywurfelf, that you adopt an 
experiment you judge to be fo dan - 
gerous? For my part, I have no con- 
ception that I ſhall fee any one half ſo 
amiable as ' yourſelf ; and, ſhould they 
happen to be ſo, I am ſure I ſhall not 
think ſo; and their ſuperiority muſt of 
courſe be loſt.” 


« He is of the ſame opinion, my 
dear,” ſays Lady Laura, or he would 
not riſk the experiment ; but we'll take 
mw £.* him 


6 4; 


— * 2 * — 
2 — — 
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kim with us,. and he may n of 


the effect. | 5 


Betpeen them- they: 3 balf pre- 
. i their party. I 
have, therefore, time to add no more 


chan that I am, moſt . 


C - 
— 2 


" 7 "x. 1 : 
4 : 5 4 ' Fours,. 2 
* . F 0 , - N * , - Y * 
F 
* * 


C. Lurrakiz- 


. 
* 
1 
e © 
7 
2111 
Lo p 5 x „ * 
- 4 iO 4 Id wa : 15 
r, 3 
£ | ' : 
, * 
41 a 
* - 


THE PUPED GVARDIAN. 162 


#, Fee NA 


+ . ” 
0: 1:8; $48 EI 2 Hl 


0 


LETTER XX. 
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1284 


The Hen. Cane Lerf amn tn 
Sir Hon BianDow. ' ” 


Sxvilk Row. 
vun gay proſpects are all damped 
by the indiſpoſition of my uncle. 
Notwithſtanding he appeared to have 
received no material injury from the 
villains who ſo inhumanly aimed; at:the 
deſtruction of his life, the moſt dan» 
gerous ſymptoms of ſome internal bruiſe 
are now viſible, and his evident diffi- 
culty of reſpiration alarms us with the 
moſt cruel fears. To loſe him now | 
—_ 


18. vu Dor SDA. 
would overwhelm us all in grief; for 

the happy change that has of late been 
wrought in his diſpoſition has rendered 
him a moſt chearful friend, and m_ 
endeared to us FR ſocietys © 


He juſt now called me to his bed · ſide, 
and put into my hands a letter he has 
this morning received from Doctor Love- 
gold {the ſecond he has had on the ſub- 
— ect of my marriage with Miſs Aubry). 

the laſt᷑ it feems he was perfectly re 

fractory; but, when it eame to be 
perly explained to him, how much he 
Had been the dupe of his own ignorance, 
and the eternal ridicule which the ex- 
pofurꝭ of the affair would draw upon 
Him in the world, beſides the injury it 
would do him in his profeffion, he wik 
Jngty complied with the terms my unele 
Propoſed, which were, that he ſhould 
ns immediately 
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immediately oonfkht to out union and 
teſign her fortune whenever it was de- 
manded, reſerving to himſelf only the 
intereſt it had accumulated, as a reward 
"more. than propoccie jotied!' ro the kindneſs 
HE AE =Y 7 WE. 

Luo ut or 925 dt 01 ups 23 
= This letter fit the poo old gen- 
tleman, „ would Kave you, Charles, 
be very careful of, 'till the artleles i- 
contains ate properly gned; for it ap- 
„s che arents of Maſs fubty. ab. 
ſolutely left to him the power of Alf. 
LN of her to whom he thought pro» 

t, 6therwiſe her fortune was his own. 
Therefore, though the fear of "riffledte 
tas prevailed on him to give his 'cotifeyt 

to your "marriage; Mould! any auen. 
"Alice Hic to change bis mind, before it 
is ſolemnized, a promiſe under his own 
bang will empower you to claim his 


29 compliance, 


greater ſatis faction, when aſſured that 
nothing could interrupt that happineſs i it 
Ras been the laſt and moſt worthy buſi- 


* 
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compliance, Something tells me I ſha 


not live to ſee that day, unleſs you could 
Prevail on yourſelves to diſpenſe with 


bridal ceremonies, and render my. laft 


hours happy by being united in my pre- 


ſence. 1 know it is rather an unreaſon- 
able requeſt to defire you to ſhroud the 


firſt hours of | your. hymeneal joys in 


tears; but I ſhould leave the world with 


neſs of my life to eltabli. 


. and Lady Lanra were at a linle 
diſtance; and the former was covered 
with confuſion at the latter part of his 
Lordſhip's ſpeech, which was not arti- 
culated ſo low, but every werd was 
* . | | 
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* Come hither, my amiable Niece,” 
faid he, ſtretching out his hand towards 
| her (which ſhe advanced to take, and 
raiſed to her lips in a manner the moſt 
filial and affectionate); Do you think 
you could ſubmit to the propoſal I have 
juſt made ? | have but that wiſh remain- 
ing on this fide eternity, for all my other 
worldly affairs are ſettled; and, ſhould 
it pleaſe Heaven te lengthen 'my 
abode in this life, fature feſtivity may 
tone for the unjoyous manner in which 
your vows: are made; but, I muſt con- 
feſs, I ſhould die better ſatisfied toknow 
that Jpo \ were W te W 


5 i i 


0 Then 8, never ſhall that ſatiſ 
faction be denied you for any childiſh 
ſcruples of my own. You, who have 
fo largely contributed to my happineſs, 
ought: not to bave yours damped by a 
491  fingle 
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fingle; moment's heſitation about any re · 
gueſt your friendſhip for us impells you 
to make; Lam willing to give my hand 
to your nephew whatever hour you may 
chink proper to appoint; but flatter 
myſelf you will, neverthelſs, long con- 
tinue with us; for, —— I ſhould 
grieve much to loſe you now.” 


; ey * 1149 £30 


- Flows a flood eaten the UE: 


age of the dear girl's words ; and, fall · 
ing on her knees by his bed-fide, ſhe ut - 


tered the __ fervent _ for his re- 
rae; (1 yt 1 > 


He appeared ani VINE 5 this 
pious proof of bes grow ing affecior-for 
him. | 


ce Conſole the weeping angel, Charles; 


methinks 1 could join my prayers with 
6 hers; 


\ 
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hers ; for, to ſtay and be a witneſs of 
your happineſs, would much augment 
my own. To ſuch pure ſatisfactions 28 
theſe I have ever hitherto been a. ſtran 
ger; and now I muſt die and 1 
them: but God's will be done.? 


He afterwards repeated is nidas 
that we would haſten the completion of 


our union; and, finding [himſelf -ſufficis 
ently exhauſted to require the aid of 
Keep, ſaid he would try and compoſe 
himſelf a little; after which he ſhould 
hope to ſee us accompanied by his chap- 


Though quite contrary to our pro- 
poſed plan, there was no oppoſing the 
wiſhes of a dying friend, who had ſacri- 
ficed ſo largely to our happineſs; ſo, in 

a few * your friend Charles will be 
capacitated 
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capacitated to act in the reſpectable cha- 
tacter of Benedict the married man, 
Marriage, ſome folks tell us, is always 
a ſolemn ſcene; but, the ſolemnity of 
ours will be greatly heightened by the 
melancholy circumſtance of my Uncle's 
approaching diſſolution; for, the phy- 
ficians'affure me, he cannot live many 
| Hours if a mortification takes place, which 
they have reaſon to apprehend. - 


My ſweet girl looks very grave upon 
the ſubject: what a ſurpriſing alteration 
ſince ſne ſo innocently preferred me to 
marry her, for fear his Lordſhip ſhould 
take her away from me! on Lady Lau- 

r@'s recurring it juſt now to her remem- 
brance, ſhe bluſhed a roſy red, and re- 
plied with an ingenuous ſmile, 

0 | 


9. i c/o JR 
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v True; I did once expreſs an im- 
patience on that head; but, thanks to | 
your Ladyſhip's admonitions, I have = 
ſince acquired the art of better conceil- 5 
ing my wiſhes; though, on ſome par- 
ticular fubjects, perhaps, they are not 
lefs predominant; but yet, you know, 
it is not quite agreeable to be hurried 
even into what one has a mird to do 
- It is not now above three weeks fince I 
have began to mix in the .amuſernents/ 
of the gay world; how can I tell bue in 
three more I might meet with ſome one 
I ſhould like better than my Lustrell, 
(caſting on me a fignificant ſmile); and, 
uvben the jrrevocable vows are once pro- 
nounced, what remedy remains, but to 
fir down contented all my life ? Do you 
think, my dear Garles, you dare ven- 
ture on me before the experiment is 
more fully proved > for, you know, it is 
o an 
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an approved maxim of yours, that i its 
r difficult to know one's own mind. . 

cc With your ſex, my deareſt ir, it 
often is; but ours, leſs fluctuating in 
their opinions, ſoon become immutable. 
However, I am determined to think your 
heart is not ſo ſuſceptible to the plea- 
ſures of novelty as to be cafily alienated 
from its firſt impreſſions, as that belief, 
of all others, is moſt conducive to my 


* . 


| While the ladies are gone to make 
ſome alterations in their dreſs, I am ſet 
down to conclude my letter : when you 
will hear from me again, Hugh, Heaven 
only knows; for, if we are ſo unfortu- 
nate as to loſe my Uncle, I ſhall, for 
ſome time, find very little leiſure for 


. but Sir Edward, I flatter my- 
| . 
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ſelf, is better, and you will ſoon perſo- 
nally congratulate me on my marriage. 
We ſhall terribly want an addition to 
our ſociety; for there, is no ſituation, 
you muſt be ſenfible, half fo diſagreea- 
ble as that of being a third perſon; in 
pity, therefore, to poor Lady Laura, 
come and make a fourth. , 


Yours, 


LEY 


C. LUTTEELL. 


LETTER XX. 


Lady LAbaa Ax rx to Miſs PELHAM. 


Saville Row. 


FEAR, my deareſt Harriot will in- 
deed think herſelf forgotten, or that 

ſhe is become leſs valuable than formerly 
to the heart of her Laura; but neither 
of theſe, I flatter myſelf, are ideas that 
ſhe will cheriſh longer than while I have 
attempted to exculpate myſelf from the 
charge of negligence; yet, what en- 
gagement can I plead, that, in the eye 
of friendſhip, will have ſufficient weight 
| to 


8 ws 6, 


a” 
* 


q - 


— 
to excuſe a flence of fach a tedious pe- 
riod ? III health is a frequent plea, with 
the negligent, for leaving undone what 
they ought to do; but I have the hap- 


pitreſs to own, that I ha ve not room even 
for the ſhadow of ſuch an excuſe; yet, 
though exempt from fuch a misfortune 
myſelf, illneſs has, indeed, in a great 
meaſure, kept me ſilent; for econtinual 
attendance on a dying friend has left 
me wy an hour W 


Bot, before I throw a gloom upon 
your ſpirits by farther enlarging on the 
mournful ſubject, I muſt acquaint you 
with an incident that will, Pm fore, fill 
you with aſtoniſhment. After all thofe 
profeſſions of unalterable attachment to 
her Luttrell, our capricious Clara has, 
at laſt, given her hand to Lord Worm- 
eaten; and, what is ſtill more wondet- 
a 3 ful, 
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ful, Charles has not yet exhibired- * 
very violent ſigns of def; Pei. 


Who will, in . believe So IS, 
any ſuch phznomenon; exiſts among 
mankind (or, rather, womankind), as 

| conſtancy in love? Three weeks ago, I; 
heard her aver, with the. moſt apparent, 
ſincerity, ſhe would not give up her- 
hopes of being Mrs. Luttrell to be queen. 
of England; yet, not eight days fince, 
ſhe conſented to become Lady Worm 
eaten, without the ſmalleſt reluctanee; 

and proteſts, ſhe. loves his Lordſhip as. 
ſincerely as ever ſhe did Mr. Luttrell :. 
nay, Jam even inclined to thiak the at- 
tachment is not feigned; for ſhe, never. 
appears fo, happy as when he is with. 
her. For fear you ſhould doubt the 
truth of what I have advanced, ſhe bor- 
Mun, my dre quill to confirm. her in- 
conſtancy : 


— 


1 
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conſtancy : was ever any one before ſo 
ready to boaſt of their 1 to ſo 
| generous a lover? 


Lf s | 


Lady WoRMEATEN in Continuation, 


Es, my dear Tutoreſs (for that's 
a name I ſhall ever be fond to 
call you by), it is indeed true that 1 
have conſented to give up Mr. Luttrellz 
my fate would have it ſo; and you have 
often ſaid there is no diſputing with the 
deſtinies. Nay, fince I am ſo highly 
accuſed of inconſtancy, I muſt tell you 
the truth, and then you'll diſcover who 


is moſt to blame. Both him and Lady 


n teazed me till I conſented, or (L 
, I 4 will 


196 aus pop GUARD IAN. 

will confeſs to yon, who ſo often en- 
deavoured to render me ſenſible to the 
beauties of ſincervy,) I ſhould have been 
as happy without a title, and as pleaſed 
with the undignified ſounds of Mrs. 
Luttrell, as I now am with that of Lady 
Wormeaten. 


1 would ſay much more to you but I 
am prohibited : I muſt, on this occafion, 
repeat hat 1 formerly fatd to Mr. Lat- 
fell in the innocence of my heart; 
c What ſignifies being a lady if I muſt 
not do às I pleaſe?” However, lim con- 
tented; may, I'm happy your favourite 
author ſays, Whatever is, is right: 
What is, 3 — d be 
ny HRT 


85 
We are all in a buſtte; a tilde, I 


153 'has tic chars thing but to 
C dreſs 
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dreſs and receive compliments. I thall 
be glad when theſe ceremonies are over, 
that | may have more of my Lord's ſo- 
ciety; for all the pomp and parade of 
bridal viſits are not tome half o ſa - 
| tisfactory. 


When will you come to England? 
The-only wiſh I have ungratified 1s to 
ſee my dear Mifs Cherwyn. She had 
griefs that the inexperienced Clare. 
was not once a proper perſon. to be in- 
truſted with. Lady Laura is a miſer of 
them ſtill, becauſe ſhe ſays ſhe has no 
right to make a property of what is in- 
truſted to her by another; but that Clara 
is amazingly altered now; hardly knows 
herſelf; bow, therefore, ſhould you re- 
cognize her? As Lady Wormeaten, ſhe 
may, perhaps, be worthy of your con- 
fidence 3 and will be happy if the power 

1 15 of 
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of alleviating them is among the num- 
ber of thoſe bleffings Heaven has be- 
| ftowed on her; for, among the few 
worthy propenſions with which it has en- 
dowed her, ſne hopes you will believe 
that gratitude is not the leaſt. Her 
Ladyſhip takes from me the pen. She 
ſays that another bf them is one in which 

F muſt not now indulge myſelf: but no 
reſtraint on my fincerity can withhold: 
me from confeſſing that J ant as- immu- 
table in my love as in my friendſhip and 
eſteem for her who firſt: illumined the 
inexperienced mind of one who has wil. 
Imgly * the name of 55 ib for 
that of „n“ 


; | 
—_ = * 4 
| ; : EATEN, 
: 
. : 
? E * „ * N 9. , 
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z 


ALA each, 5 E611 <3 
Lady Lavra in Conclufion. . 


, 


HAT an infringement on my 


indulgence, ' Harriot. juſt 
gave her Ladyſhip the pen to confirm 
what I had written, and ſhe has ſcribbled 
almoſt through my paper, hardly left 
me room to tell you not to place any 
dependence on the profeſſions of ſuch 


an inconſtant; for poor Luttrell is a | 


ſufficient proof of her inſtability. 
82 ö | tv Faced | __ 


I I am happy to hear that you are ſo 


agreeably ſituated ; for ſuch an aſylum 
is, according to my idea, far more eli- 
gible, than to bury your charms and 
virtues in an obſcure thatched houſe in 
the country; beſides, you have now the 

I 6 chance 
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ch:nce of turning them to twofold ad- 
vantage: for the firſt object which ex- 
cites the attention of the Millord: Angloiſe 
are thoſe receptacles of beauty, the 
convents. Of courſe, ſome one who has 
the honour to chat with Miſs Chettoyn at 
the grate, flips his heart between the 
bars as an humble tribute to her charms, 
Off goes a few tranfient fighs to the re- 
membrance of poor Edwin; but, as the 
Proverb ſays, ©& a bird in the hand is 
worth two in the buſh ;” fo ſhe e en re- 
conciles herſelf to pick up the fluttering 
victim. After which, there is little 
more ceremony than to leap into matri- 
mony, turn your backs upon the gloomy 
walls of the convent, and return to your 
native clime, where your preſence fills 
che hearts of Caroline, Larra, and Lady 
Wormeaten, with pleaſure inexpreſſible. 


Ts conſcious creſt>fallen Hoyle pays 
your - 


22 
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your fortune with reluctance, fies to 
Hampton, and vents his ſpleen und diſap- 
pdintment on his ſorry plotter Jane El. 
word; and, laft of all in the group, 
appears poor Edwin, who, not poſſeſſing 
the philoſophy of Churies Lattrell, weeps 
his diſappointment *till (as my Martha 
ſays) he becomes an ottomy, and, at 
length, is changed into a willow, which, 
continually iſſuing tears from its droop- 
ing branches, in time produces a mean - 
dering ſtream that winds its eourſe to- 
wards the above-mentioned ſpot, and 
revenges itſelf on the worthleſs Henry; 
by prompting him to cool his ungo- 
vernable wiſhes by an act of ſuicide, 
and bury in the waves all remembrance 
of his unlawful paſſion. 


«© What a picture has your wild fancy 
drawn!” ſays my little demure Harri, 
1 rR_—_ 
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with a grave © God forbid !” as an ad- 
dition; for l know, ſevere as ſhe ſome - 
times profeſſes to be, ſhe is ſo much of 
a philanthropiſt as not to wiſh ill even to 
her enemies. , But, my dear girl! ſe- 
riouſly and ardently do I with for ' your 
return among us; and, ſo very intereſt- 
ing is the wiſh,' that I am the more in- 
different about the means by which'i it is 
brought about; for I reckon it among 
one of thoſe unfortunate diſpenſations of 
providence, that the guilty ſhould rove 
at large while the innocent is condemned 
to e baniſhment. : 
1 ſhall write to you again in a few 
weeks, perhaps, in as ſhort a ſpace of 
days. A friend of mine is coming to 
breathe the air of Paris; and I ſhall in- 
creaſe his conſequence, by making him 
the bearer of a packet to my Harriot. 
I To-morrow 
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To-morrow we all dine with your 
ſiſter (that is to ſay, Lord and Lady 
Wormeaten, Charles, his friend Sir Hugh 
Blandon, and your moſt obſequious). 
The laſt named among the male depart · 
ment has, till within theſe few days, 
been detained in the country with Sir 
Edward Waldron, who was thought to 
be verging faſt towards eternity, but a 
favaurable change in his diſorder has, at 
length, permitted Sir Hugh to return to 
London; and, like a ſchool-boy at the 
annual vacations, he ſeems not 2 little! 
pleaſed with his releaſe. Our parties are 
alſo very ſoon to be enhvened with the 
Miſs - Luttrells, the elder. of whom is 
coming to town in order to accelerate the 
preparations for her marriage with Lord 
Roſemount; and the younger ſiſter ac- 
companies ber, to take a peep at the 

| 3% bk þ great 
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great world, to which ſhe is, at preſent, 
n anne For? 


| Charles ens bite, of a 8 
220 accompliſhments, though bred in 
retirement with a maiden aunt; and, 
indeed, Lord Roſemonnt's choice of Elize 
Jhews they are not merely indebted to 
the fond partiality of a brother for * 


eulogiums. 


Thus attractive, is it not more than 
probable that Blandon ſhould become 
ſuſceptible of Harriots charms? Dol, 
with it? you will, perhaps, alk, In 
good truth, my dear, I do not: but you 
_ know, one is as apt to conclude that what 
we fear will come to pals, as what we 
hope; though, to all outward. appear- 
ance, his heart is not formed of very 


combuſtible materials, at leaſt his be · 
' haviour 
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baviour does not ſhew any ſigns of its 
having taken fire, for he appears per- 
fectly degagee, ſtrictly polite to all, but 
particular to node, unleſs it is particu- 
larly ſtately in his manners to my Lady- 
ſhip, and attacks my favourite foibles 
with ſuch ſarcaſtic ſeverity, even in my 
preſence, that you would ſwear he had 
Jome intereſt in effecting a reformation. 
And how do I bear it (you will natu- 
rally interrogate), who have never been 
accuſtomed to any other language from 
the ſex but that of praiſe and adu- 


To be ingenuous, I eſteem him the 
more. Any fool can flatter: but a man 
of fenſe dan only repreſent to us our 
follies in ſuch a point of view as ſhall 
prompt us o deſpiſe them; and, at the 
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4 time, ſteer band U OMe 
a 3 fr 10 1. 51 4 


0 Delicate . W 10 e b 
but groſs flattery diſguſts it. An ap- 
proving ſmile from thoſe who are pro- 


ficients in the former, is a tribute far 


more pleaſing than the moſt ſtudied 


complicnent from the latter. A proof 


of this I fully experienced laſt night, 
Marechalle powder, yau know, has been 
generally worn; of eourſe I was not par- 
ticular, but appeared as other people 
did, my hair (as the ſatyriſing mortal: 


ſtyles it) comfortably replete with Now 


dern duſt. 


0 Miß Monſon had; a few evenings be- 
fore, afforded the baronet an ample ſcope 
for ſatire on this delectable ſubject. Her 


fine dark treſſes, he declared before me, 
were 


_ 
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were ſo plentifully loaded with Mares 
challe, that, after going down a couple 
of dances with her (at a private ball 
given by Lady Mary Weymoiuth), he 
was obliged to decline the amuſement, 
for the warmith attending the exerciſe; 
added to the ſuperfluous quantity of 
powder which fell from his fair partner's 
redundant flow of hair, ſo greatly over- 
powered him, that the fatigue was quite 

equal to that of going a long journey in 
a duſty road, and threatened much 
greater deſtruction to his dancing fuit, 
as it was blended with a compoſition af 
ſuch a loving quality, as rendered it 
| dur at ever 0 WEE 0 


. 


- This PE e you, * be ſure, 
ſufficiently diſguſted me with Marechallez 
and, laſt, night, contrary to my uſual 


cuſtom, .1-appeared with, nothing mots 
Va | | than 


(after an approving ſmile directed to my 


this flight compliment, chough fo indi- 
dectiy addreſſed to me, was productive 
of more ſatis faction than any one Lever 
received. From whence can ariſe this 


Powder. 09 io ener d of 


a” The alteration was inſtantly remarked; 


and, turning to his friend Charies, on 
my entrance into the drawing room 


head-dreſs), Now that,“ ſays he, is 
tout comme i! faut. Her Ladyſhip will, 
this evening, put "41 ee eee 

out of . | 


a Lon to . e 


unaccoumable with of appearing agreea- 
ble to the man who ſo ſeldom takes the 
pains to teſtify his approbation? I de. 

mn Lem at a loſs to find it out. He 
certainly 
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oertainly is perfectly indifferent to me; 
vet there is a fecret pleaſure in being 
adviſed by a man of fenſe;; and that 
alome, I am willing to think, actuates 
me to covet his good opinion. A little 
while ago, I ſhould have deſpiſed any: 
one who had the preſumption to aim at 
rendering me diſfitisfied wich myſelf; 
but now, what do I do? humbly attempt 
a reformation. I proteſt I'm aſtoniſhed 
at myſelf, You; my grave ſentimental 
friend, may probably divine the hidden 
cauſe, ** 


Every one here unites in wiſhes for 
your happineſs. Lady Wormeaten, above 
every one. Miſs Chetwyn, I am per- 
ſuaded, will be ever dear to her heart, 
notwithſtanding what I have ſaid relating 
to her inconſtancy. 
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Mrs. Heyle deſires me to incloſe a re- 
dundant packet of affection and good 
wiſhes whenever I write to her Harriot;. 


and can hardly reſtrain expreſſing her 
treaties to become with me a partici- 


. e e RITA ein ic, 
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Miſs PEIRAM to Lady 'LAURA ANTRING 


Convent de * * St. Omer 7. 


ANTALIZING. girl! how have 


T 


amiable Clara“ inſtability ? one moment 


condemning her of caprice, the next 
pitying her too flexible | diſpoſition: that 
led her to be ſo eaſily perſuaded to what, 
in the end, I was convinced, would end 


in her unhappineſs; fot, though ſhe 


profeſſed to be ſo perfectly ſatisfied with 
her fate, I was conſcious there muſt: de 


x: ſeaſons 


I been torturing myſelf with fruit · 
leſs conjectures, on the ſubject of our 


— 


| { 
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ſeaſons in which her heart muſt natu- 
rally induce her to- make compariſons 
between Lord Wormeaten and his Ne- 
phew, that could not be greatly in fa- 
vour of the former. It appeared till 
more aſtoniſhing to me, that Luttrell 
ſhould ſo patiently refign her to his 
Uncle, after the innocent teſtimonies he 
had ſo often received of her affection: 
in ſhort, it all was to me perfectly enig- 
matical; and, the more I attempted to 
deey phor your letter, the more embar- 
Re were my ideas, 


"In this mase ef thought, ſhould: 1 
have continued till now, had not an ae- 
cident unravelled the affair. 9 


. 1 Wag PE? in the peatour; when 
one of our boarders was enquired for at 
the grate, and ſoon after the returned, 

3 | introducing 
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introducing a gentleman and lady; the 
latter of whom I inſtantly recognized to 
be my little favourite the artificial flo- 
riſt, now Lady L. . .; and you may be 
be ſure I congratulated her on the bappy 
change in her affairs with the ſincereſt 
ſatisfaftion. His Lordſhip's -fiſter has 
been ſome time here, but will now leave 
the Convent to accompany the young 
couple in their tour through France and 
Italy. From them I learnt the death of 
Lord Wormeaten, which had not before 
reached us; and the myſtery of Miſs * 
Aubry's inconſtancy was at once -unia» 
* \ i300 | 


, 


What a conſpiracy ! and * lte in- 
nocent Clara to join in the deception 
and help to teaze her tutoreſs ! Artful 
girls! I will ſtudy for a twelvemonth 
but I'll adopt ſome mode of retaliation. 
Vol. Il. K But, 
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But, for the preſent, lie quiet, my re- 
venge, and give place to the kincereſt 
bene ht a on this Happy event. | 


Of what a Stefan ve: I bean * 
We in being exiled at this time; 
but, though too diſtant to participate 
perſonally in the general ſatisfaction, my 
heart as fincerely felicitates them on 
that union as if its owner' had been 
; de ol [A ©0347 4 
But l am impatient, dare, to know 
all the particulars of this event: Lady 
L . « , though ſhe had heard of his Lord- 
ſhip's death, left England ſo immedi- 
_ ately after, that ſhe knew nothing of his 
Nephew's marriage. Was it with the 
conſent of the late Earl? But ſurely yes, 
or a regard to propriety would have 
nn Mr. Kuren 2 offending the 

| | ales 
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aſhes of his Uncle, by the immediate 
concluſion of a union that was diſ- 
pleaſing to him. You will write again 
ſoon, I hope, and ſatisfy my curioſity; 
or, if too much engaged in ſtudying 
thoſe variations of appearance that are 
moſt agreeable to the taſte of a certain 
gentleman that! is perfectly indifferent to 
you, her Ladyſhip will, perhaps, venture 
on a correſpondence with me, as ſhe is 
now perfectly qualified for the taſk, and 
can carry on a little innocent deception 
with as much. ſpirix and 1 n as the 
ok of, us. me 


A 18 3 f . 
+ 50 ſo Sir Hugh is polite to all, but 
particular to none? Inſenſible mortal! 
who, but him, could baſk in the ſun- 
ſhine of the fair Laura's eyes, and not 
feel the warmth penetrate even to their 
3 he certainly is of the ſalaman- 
n Ls: Ys det 
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der ſpecies, and lives moſt at his eaſe in 


flames; or he would own that influence, 
and humbly ſupphcate for the ſmall 
boon of a few refreſhing drops of kind- 
neſs from your anibrofial lips, to cool 
the devouring heat of his ſtifled paſſions 
for paſſion he doubtleſs feels, however 

artfully it has hitherto been concealed; 
but, probably, he is an adept in fineſſe, 
and 1s determined to diſcover, whether 
it is the leaſt reciprocal before he ven- 
© tures on a confeſſion; and, if fo, I pre- 
ſume he will not long remain in ſuſ- 
pence; for the little god has certainly 
taken up his reſidence in Lauras gentle 
boſom; and, I doubt not, but he too 
frequently plays at bo-peep i in her eyes, 
to be much longer hidden, : 


T am Winner to the parlour... An 


E % gentleman enquires for Miſs 
| "6 Cbetuyn. 
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Chetwyn. A letter from Lady Vorm- 
; eaten, or my Laura; for no one elſe 
knows that I am here. I fly impatiently 
to receive it :, whoever is the bearer, he 
muſt and ſhall be welcome. 


N * 


In Cowrixvarrox. 


- 


AURA! Laura] how do you de- 

light in miſchief! I declare I ſhall 
not recover myſelf theſe three hours. 
Of all people, could I have thought you 
would have made Edwin Solmet the 
bearer of your letter! Sure never was ſo 
well-concerted a ſcheme to ſurprize two 
people without either * your | 
intention ! 


K 3 I tripe 
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'T tript down ſtairs, my features ani- 
mated with pleaſing expectation, and 
was haſtening to the parlour, when one 
of our boarders ſtopt me. 


92 Ah! Mis Chetwyn, the ſweeteſt gen · 
tleman ! guard well your heart.“ | 


Now, thought I, for the, verification 
of Laura's wild portrait, Adicu ! poor 
Edwin; and in I bounced, little ſug- 
geſting that it was Egdwir's ſelf, 


Had you ſeen the picture of ſurprize 
we both exhibited, never would you 
have forgot it. 


On the opening of the door, he had 
#iſen (his lips, no doubt, replete with 
ſome formal compliment), and, was ad- 


vancing towards it with graceful ſtep, 
| when 
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when the unexpected fight of Harriot 
Pelbam fixed him motionleſs to the ſpot, 
and all his propoſed eloquence at once 


forſook him. 


My own ſenſations of ſurprize were 
not inferior; we were both transformed 
to ſenſeleſs ſtatues, and, for Tome mi- 
nutes, neither broke the filence. 1 


At length, recovering himſelf in ſome 
degree from his aſtoniſhment, filence 
gave place to the moſt W ex- 
un of j joy. | 
#11584 276A 

« Such a haphlrefa when it was leaſt 
expected ! could he be thankful enough 
to the Almighty diſpoſer of events, for 
conducting him to Miſs Pelham, where 
he only expected to ſee a ſtranger ?” and 
he run on with ſuch a rhapſody of thanks 
K 4 givings, 
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givings, that its a doubt with me, Laura, 
whether the youth is not turned Ne- 
thodiſt. 


To theſe joyful exclamations, I, at 
laſt, aſſumed ſufficient compoſure to 
make ſome rational anſwer. Tender 
complaints of my having ſo long ſe- 
cluded myſelf from the world, of courſe, 
enſued; and ſo eloquent were his ex- 
preſſions of regret, at not having footer 
diſcovered what part of the habitable 
globe contained fo valuable a treaſure, 
that I muſt have been an Atheiſt not to 
have believed that his heart bore ſome 
ſhare in the profeſſions of his lips. 


N Bout che jeſt of the ſcene, Laura, was, 
that he did not, all this time, ſuſpect, 
that this agreeable ſurprize was the 


good · natured contrivance of your Lady- 
T i ſhip, 


— 
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ſhip, in pity to his ſufferings; for, after 
a plentiful effuſion of ſoft nonſenſe 
poured into the ears, too ready to de- 
vour it, he, at length, bethought him 
of the original bufineſs that brought 
him hither ;- and ſaid, his joy at ſo un- 
expectedly finding. me had made him 
negligent of Lady Laura's commands. 
«© What a pity,” continued he, that 
her Ladyſhip knew not of your being 
here, that ſhe might have enlarged her 
packet.“ | 


I could hardly reſtrain a ſmile to ſee 
him ſo much the dupe of your friendly 
ſcheme; and aſked him, what letters he 
had brought? * 


6 Only one for Miſs Chetwyn,” ſaid 
he, whom I was expecting, when my 
eyes were ſo fortunately bleſt with the 

| K 5 fight 
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fight of your amiable ſelf; but, as the 
happens to be too much engaged to 
come down, you will, perhaps, Madam, 
do me the favour to deliver it to her, 
and tell her another time I'll attend her 
commands; at preſent my joy has a little 
diſordered my intellects; it will, there; 
fore, perhaps, be beſt not to ſee her; 
and he drew your packet from his — 
and put it into my hand. 


- 


That I will, moſt willingly, replied I; 
ſhe is my particular friend, for I meant 
to ;hawe reſerved an explanation till an- 
other interview. f 
At that inſtant in runs one of our 
wien: : 

% Miſs Cn, do let me es to 


you one minute, I'll not detain you; 
| | but 


THE: DUPED GUARDIAN» 203 


but there is ſamething ſo laughable has 
happened above!” 


iets Nac 


. T O46 4 * 
* a * 


Flad you ſeen the countenance. of 


Edwin, at this unexpected denaue mant of 
your plot, you would not, with eaſes} | 
have obliterated it from your minds; jk; ' 
followed Agnes without taking any u 
tice of the diſcovery ; but, at my re, 


turn, told him, ſmiling, that Miſs Chet- 
wyn begged leave to return him perſonal 
thanks for the favour of Lady Lauras 
letter; and would take the liberty of 
breaking the ſeal before his departure; 
that ſne might have the ſatisfaction of 
troubling him with ſome enquiries rela- 
tive to particulars it probably did not 


mention, and I immediately opened your 


letter, 


K 6 «© The 


9 


* 
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dier The thanks,” cried he (with the 
moſt animated emphaſis), “ are all due 
to her Ladyſhip, for thus conſiderately 
furniſhing me with the means of diſco- 
vering the retreat of her charming 
friend. Little did I imagine, when ho- 
nbured' with her commands, that in Miſs 
Ch#twyn 1 ſhould find my long lamented 
Mifs Pelbam.” 


Much more chit-chat enſued, in which 
the youth played the charafter of a 
lover 4 la Mſerveille; but it is too unin- 
tereſting to you to relate. I ſhall, there- 
fore, only confeſs, by way of a ſecret, 
that I did not feel myſelf much inclined 
to be diſpleafed with him, and we parted, 
no doubt, mutually ſatisfied with each 
other, | 


I muſt 


1 
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1 muſt not conclude my letter, with- 
out telling you the laughable event that 
brought Miſs Agnes to me in ſuch haſte, 
while Edwin was in the parlour. Laugh- 
able, indeed ! you'll ſay. We are not 
here without our maſquerades, any more 
than you inhabitants of the gay world. 
As a proof of it, liſten to the 4 

anecdote of one of our nuns. 


A young lady, of the Fes family 
of D——, about ſix months fince, by- 
the expreſs commands of her parents, 

entered, with reluctance, on her novi- 
eiate; and, about three months after, 
another young lady was admitted, on the' 
ſame plan, at her own particular requeſt. 
They ſoon contracted an intimacy, and 
became inſeparable. The one had not a 
fear that did not agitate the boſom of 
the other, or a joy that did not inſpire 
the 
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the heart of her friend with pleaſure, 
Averſe as ſhe before was to a cloiſter, 
Miſs D, from Emilia's having made 
choice of a religious life, began to feel 
herſelf inſpired with a ſimilar inclination, 
and the commands of her parents ceaſed 
to be thought cruel, In this ſtate of 
holy attachment were, to all outward ap- 
pearance, the minds of our two novices; 
when, all of a ſudden, they were miſſing 
from the convent ; but how, or by what 
means, they eſcaped, never could de- 


viſe. 


An explanation of this extraordinary 
event has juſt. reached our Abbeſs; and 
the godly fiſterhood are all croſſing 
themſelves in wild aſtoniſhment, calling 
on Heaven to aſſiſt them with more 

grace than the finful fugitives, and 
thanking its mercy that they remain 
we 7 | immaculate : 
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immaculate { while the boarders,” who 
regard the affair in a leſs ſerious light, 
are | infinitely diverted at the -young 
N s ingenuity. 


| u cem. Miſs D—— had, previous 

to her coming hither, been long attached 
to a young nobleman; who was on his 
travels, and had paſſed ſome few months 
at her father's villa. As ſoon as ſhe 
found that ſhe was deſtined to a religious 
life, ſhe found means to acquaint her 
lover, who immediately gained his tutor 
over to his party; and they concerted 
meaſures to diſappoint the rigid deſigns 
of her tyrannical parents, and cheat 
Heaven of its intended victim. 


\ The young gentleman metamorphoſed 
himſelf into a female (for what diffi- 
culties will not love attempt?) and, in 

4422 that 
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that diſguiſe, got admitted into the con- 
vent with his dear Tereſa. It was a 
moot point, whether the father of our 
lover would have conſented to their 
union, had he been made acquainted 
with his ſon's paſſion, as the lady, 
though of an honourable family, was 
not poſſeſſed of that moſt powerful re- 
commendation, wealth: but his tutor, 
not thinking it to his own intereſt to 
thwart the inclinations of his pupil, rea- 
dily entered into a ſcheme for the ac- 
compliſhment of his wiſhes ; and, when 
the young lady's noviciate was half ex- 
pired, with his aſſiſtance, they made 
their eſcape from the convent, were pri- 
vately united, and, at the time when the 
good Lady Abbeſs received this intel- 
ligence, were ſafely arrived in England, 
whence Lord M—— had been recalled 


eds the ſudden n of his father, which 
removed 


THE DUPED GUARDIANS 209 
removed every obſtacle to their hap- 
pineſs. | | | 


Miſs — family were at firſt 


highly exaſperated at her imprudence; | 


but, when they found that” ſhe was ac- 
tually married, were too much attached 
to riches and magnificence, to regret an 
alliance that ſo greatly aggrandized their 
daughter, and had even raiſed her above 
thoſe other children, to encreaſe whoſe 
fortunes they would willingly have con- 
ſigned her to perpetual regret ; and, as 
the young lady is of the moſt amiable 
_ diſpoſition, there is no doubt but a per- 
ſonal reconciliation will ſoon enſue, and 
every part of the family be again re- 
united by the bands of amity. 


So much for conventual adventures, 
I could ſay much on the ſubject of thoſe 


mis-judging 
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mis: judging parents, who condemn one 
branch of their family to miſery, for the 
ſake of enriching the other: but I dare 
_ tay my heart could dictate nothing 
which that of my Laura did not ſuggeſt 
on the ſame ſubject; ſhall, therefore, 
leave it to be diſcuſſed by more able 
reaſoners, and conclude this long epiſtle 
with the fincereſt aſſurances, that I am, 


with unabating friendſhip, yours, 


Hanxror PELHAM: 


"hy 


i 4 40%, | LE T- 
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Lady Lavaa AnTarim to Miſs PRTRAM. 


EAR, Harriot, and wonder at the 
all-wiſe diſpenſations of that di- 

vine providence, who ordeteth our 
down-fittings, and our uprifings,' and 
| ſeldom deſerts the good. The enemies 
of your virtue can no longer perſecute 
you. Heaven has avenged your injuries, 
and the baſe plotters of your undoing 
have fallen into the ſnares they laid for 
you. You may now return in peace to 
your native clime. Comfort the heart- 
broken Caroline, and teach her to bury 
| all 


— — 
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all remembrance of an unworthy huſband 
in the boſom of friendſhip and a virtuous 
ſiſter, To be explicit, her Henry is no 
more. By ſome means or other Ehvood 
gained intelligence of the place of your 
retreat; and, ſoon after, Mr. Hoyle, 
pleading: fome urgent buſineſs that re- 
quired his immediate preſence at his 
Devonſhire eſtate, he ſet off, under pre- 
tence of going thitber, but, in reality 
(as the event ſeems to prove), with a 
view of following you to St. Omer's, as 
he was accompanied in his journey by 
his vile miſtreſs. It ſeems they were too 
late for the packet; but, as it had not 
long failed, ' their impatience not per- 
mitting them to brook delay, they took 
a boat, with a view of overtaking it, 
and, a ſtorm ariſing foon after they got 
into the ocean, ſhe quickly foundered, 
and every ſoul in her periſhed, but a 

; boy, 
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boy, who was driven to ſhore on a plank, 
and related the horrid.cataſtrophe, 


A friend of Lord Wormeaten's, who 
happened to be at Dover, and had ſome 
perſonal knowledge of Mr, Hoyle, re- 
lated to us this melancholy account; 
and *tis from his deſcription of the lady 
who accompanied him, that I'm aſſured 
it muſt be EI; befides, as a further 
confirmation, the woman, who is left in 
her houſe at Hampion, ſays her miſtseſs 
is gone to Paris. 


Your fiſter has only been briefly in- 
formed that he was drowned in oxoſſing 
from Dover to Calais; but why he was 
going there, or whether the lady who 
ſhared his fate was any ways connected 
with him more than as a fellow- traveller, 
ſhe is entirely ignorant. She is, there- 

1 fore, 
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fore, fortunately erempt from the two- 
fold miſery of having at once to lament 
his death and his inconſtancy. Her 
grief is only nugmented i in thinking that 
he ſhould propoſe a trip to Paris with- 

out previouſly informir g her of his in- 
tention: but you know the gentleneſs 
and reſignation of her temper, and will 
not wonder that ſhe has brought herſelf 
to look upon that as one of thoſe inſcru- 
table decrees of providence, which or- 
dained it to be the ſource of his death, 
Return quickly, my dear Harriot, to 
comfort the amiable mourner, and bleſs 
your admiring friends with the ſatis- 
faction of which they have ſo long been 
deprived. ; 


But what am I intreating? Friend- 
ſhip, how little art thou likely to pre- 
TO * balanced in the ſcale 

with 
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with love? In ſupplicating for your pre- 
ſence here, I am perſuading you to fly 
from your happineſs; for well am I 
perſuaded, that the ſociety of Eqwin 
Solmes is now its principal ſource. 


But, as the abſence of Harriot Pelham 
induced him to forſake London, when 
ſhe leaves Paris, will not her example 
induce him to quit it alſo ? She is the 
magnet which attracts him; and, to 
which ever clime it bends, will it not 
draw him after? moſt aſſuredly. We 
ſhall therefore, ſoon have you both again 
among us; and, after a few. tributary 
tears to the memory of paſt events, all 
will once more wear a face of joy. I 
ſhall add no more (becauſe I mean ta 
ſay all my ſays perſonally), than that I 
am ever moſt fincerely, 
. Yours, | 
Lavra AnTaIM. 
L E T. 
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| L E T T E R XXIII. 
Miſs PELHAM to Lady LAURA AxrRII. 


7 OUR letter, my deareſt girl, has 

KL afflicted me beyond deſcription. 
One part of your wild portrait, in a 
former letter, is now indeed, verified; 
for poor Hoyle has found a watry grave, 
though not in a ſtream which iſſued 

- from the tears of the transformed 
ö Equin. 


Hapleſs man! though his untimely 
exit has tended to ſhorten my baniſh- 
| ment; 


— my——_——_—_—— 


— 
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ment; yet, moſt fincerely'do I wiſh his 
ill-ſpent life had been prolonged till a 
ſenſe of his unworthineſs had wrought a 
reformation; for, can any reflection be 
more ſhocking than that of à guilty 
mortal being inſtantly plunged into 
eternity, with all his erimes upon his 
bead, not a ſingle moment given for 
repentance-? LE 

| > 

How muſt the beſt of mankind fed 
at ſuch a tremendous minute, when 
death, unlooked for, preſents itſelf be- 
fore them? every error of their lives 
muſt then recur with horror to their 
agitated mind; and how much more 
poignant their ſenſations when thoſe 
errors have been ſwelled to crimes? 
Much as he contributed to my un- 
happineſs while on earth, indeed, my 
Vor. II. L. 1: 'Lanras 


218 - THE DUPED QUARDIAY. 
Laura, I cannot help deeming myſelf 
peculiarly unfortunate in being fixed on 
by Providence as the inſtrument of his 
death; for ſuch (however Ow a 
certainly have been. 


Solnies has ks, in general terms, 
been. made acquainted with my fiſter's 
loſs; perhaps, in a future day, I may 
be more communicative, ſhould he ever 
be indulged with greater claims to my 
confidence; and, of that, my heart 
whiſpers me there is little doubt : if he 
continues thus daily to win on its af- 
fections, I ſhall ſer out immediately to 
England; and, as on moſt ſubjects you 
have of late proved a propheteſs, ſo it is 
in reſpe& to my not coming alone : this 
Edwin is become my ſhadow, and, of 
courſe, will not be prevailed on to re- 
tnain behind; is it likely he ſhould? 
: 8 er 
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for who that had any wiſdom would 
quit their happineſs? and ſuch he flat- 
ters her is your Harriot. I hardly know 
whether I ought to believe him ; but, 
as you ſaid on a former occaſion, we are 
all too apt to believe what we wiſh. 


1 wonder what is become of Ekwod's 
little boy! if poffible I ſhould wiſh to 
prevent the fins of the parents being 
viſited on the child : when I arrive in 
England, you and I, Laura, may perhaps 
be able to concert ſome ſcheme of tak- 
- ing upon us the care of his education ;. 
for, though the offspring of vice, he 
may, if properly reared, become a wor- 
thy member of ſociety ; and, as the in- 
nocent means of my preſervation, I can» 
not help thinking myſelf bound in gra- 
titude to aim at rendering him ſuch, 


L. 2 How 


_ 


— 
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How do I long to embrace my be- 
loved Caroline my Laura! my Clara / 
in ſhort, every friend from whoſe: con- 
verſe I have fo long been baniſhed. Our 
correſpondence muſt now give place to 
ſocial tete a tetes, or a friendly. fire- ſide 
party; perhaps, when no more enter- 
- taining ſubject intervenes, Lady Blandon 
and Mrs. Solmes may, in a future day, 
talk over the ſtrange viciſſitudes of 
.  Harriot Pelbam's fingle ſtate. But, huſh! 
what have I ſaid ? Here is Edwin, as I 
live. Should he chance to catch a 
glance of the laſt lines, what would he. 
not ſuggeſt? Why that he had nothing 
more to do, but aſk and have. Not. a 
. word more, then, for the world, You will 
- perceive by this that I have left the 
. convent. - Immediately on the receipt of 
your laſt, in compliance to the in- 
treaties of one I am too prone to oblige, 


V9: | I ſuffer 
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F ſuffer myſelf to. be prevailed on to paſs 
a few days with Lady Villeneufe his couſin; 
after which viſit, ſhall. immediately ſet 
off for Calais, and, probably, be in Eng- 
land nearly as. ſon. as you receive this. 
Fait mes baiſemains a tout, and tell Lady 
Wormeaten, that,. ſhould our love ad- 
ventures: terminate as fortunately as hers, 
F flatter myſelf we ſhall. not be miſ⸗ 
named, ſhould the world, in future, 
ſtile us, Les trois beureux Amies. That 
nothing may. prevent our being fo, is, 
my deareſt Laura, the fervent: wiſh of 


Yours,. 


HaRRIOTr PELHAM. 


\* 


